
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



•■'wpf '^mvmw-'^^-":^ 'fii '"^- ^a'-"'-*^' -^ " V. " 




2^ley Chart. Bucks, 




. 1 



1810. 



E4ZI 



\ 



THE 

HISTORY 



OF THE 



Marquis de Roselle. 






I N 



A SERIES of LETTERS. 



-M 

M 

:-j^ 



Madam Elie de Beaumont. )S Uiuti ^J^k 
Tranflated from the French. * 



VOL. II. 



The SecondEdition, Correded. 



LONDON, 

Printed for T. Becxet and P. A. De Hondt 
in the Strand. 

MDCCLXVL 



.1 



t 




\ 

I 



lT'I t t e r s 

O F 't HE 

Marquis de R o s E L L E • 



LETTER XCII. 
From the Marquis t9 Madain de Saint-Sev^. 
Varennesy June 6. 
*fr'*'**4^ ADAM de Narton has doubdefs 
I M I informed you of our arrival. The 
J|.«opo««»X journey has been'of fervice to me;* 
and I entertain gl-eat hopes from the 
waters, the air of the country, and from thofe 
advantages which your refpeflable friend i^' 
endeavouring to procure me. I cannot be- 
ftow too great eulogiums on the friendfhip 
of my fellow-traveller. No attention was 
Vol. IL B wanting 
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wanting dn his part, that could poffibly be* 
iheivn me. His family has been here two 
days, and feems truly amiable. The mo->' 
ther and the fifters pollefs fo tender ahd* 
{o real a friendfhip for our dear Ferval, 
that their interview almoft overcame me* 
I. think nothing can 'be mote refpeftable 
than fuch an union. The three young 
ladies are bandfome ; the eldeft, in particular, 
has charming features \ and, I believe, wit 
and good nature* This is the brother's fa« 
vourite, though he is by no means wanting 
in afFedtion to the others. Madam de Narton 
tells me they are not rich ; the cuftom of this 
province allowing hardly any fortune to daugh- 
ters. This is one of the remains of that an- 
cient barbarifm, which I deteft. Thefe young 
perfons are, indeed, to be pitied on this ac* 
count. Tbis> dear fifter, is all I can tell 
you at prefent of this country, whiclx will, 
loon be more fertile in events. The com- 
pany, who come to drink the waters, is in- 
crcafing every day. Let us know all that 
paiTes with you, and I will acquaint you 
with every thing that occurs here. Adieu ; 
I embrace you fmcerely, and defire to be re- 
membered to the Count. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XCin. 

From Madam ae Saint-Scvcr to the Afarquis. 

Parisy June 9. 
"VT'OU have greatly relieved my anxiety, 
brother, byinformingmeyouare already 
better. Your letter gave me infinite pleafure. 
Think only of amufement, and profit from the 
attentions of our excellent friend, in the pro- 
curing of fuch pleafures as are fimple and 
rural. Thefe you feem to prefer to fuch as 
are more tumultuous ; and I think you s^re in 
the right. I am extremely glad that the com- 
pany you are with is agreeable to you. Ma- 
dam de Narton hath many times beflowed 
great encomiums, in her converfation with me, 
on Madam and the Miiles de Ferval. I com- 
pafiionate, with you, the lot of thefe young 
ladies. Formerly merit and beauty fupplied 
the place of fortune ; but this is the cafe no 
longer. I am forry for it, both for the honour 
of our age and its happinefs.— My hufband 
embraces you, and exhorts you to chearful- 
nefs ; my requeft, dear brother, is for a perpe- 
tuity of your afFedion. 



B a LET- 



[4] 

LETTER XCtV^. 

From Madam de Narton to Madam de St.Scvcr^ 

Varennesy June 13. 
/^UR patient, my dear Countefs, is re- 
covering ^p^ce, and I aflure you is not 
much deje<Sed. We went out yefterday, and 
he was very .chearful. We fat down on a 
grafs-plot, and for amufement went to cards. 
Mifs de Ferval bad depofited fever.al pledges 
of her lofings,, jiiid a fong was the price of* 
their redemptior>, . She has a moft charming 
voige, and her graces in finging are fo na- 
tural, th^t it is impoffible not to be in rap- 
tures with them. The Marquis was really 
fo, and fung a dvp:t with h^r.. In the evening 
he engaged her to fing again, and a little 
concert was formed by her, the younger 
fifter, and Mr. de Ferval. The Marquis^, 
who little expefted to find fuqh talents amidft 
rpcks, and precipices, was in frefli extafies. 
He was, to have gone to the baths to-day; 
but he hath, ordered the water to be brought 
hither. A5 1 take them myfelf, and as the 
ladies have the complaifance to rife early to 
go out with him, he tpld me he would en- 
deavour to imitate me f.and that, every thing 
f(»nfider«d, he rathef^ chofe ta. continue here. 

than 
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than to go by himfelf to the baths. TWs 
refolution has given me great pleafure. You 
tnow, my dear, the tafte of yoiir brother 
for gaiety and liberty. His unhappy ad- 
venture has altered his charaSer; bat he 
may yet return to his natural difpofuion-. 
'Our young ladies have gaiety, accompanied 
with wit and decorum ; and fdcli are agree- 
able to a man of merit. I confefs to you^ 
my dear Countefs, I fhouTd be at the fumfti.it 
of my vy^iflies, if the Marquis ftould be ha'ppy 
'enough to approve of, and be approvei by^ 
Mifs de Ferval. Th^y are both amiable. They 
have been brought together by an adventure, 
and to this happy adventure I will leave them* 
If I were to interpofe, all would be fpoil^ 
I will ncverthelefs inform you of your bro^ 
ther's proceedings. Be they ever fo delicate, 
I (hall difcover them. Mifs de Ferval poflefles, 
befides the advantages of education, a fenfibi- 
lity of foul arid an honefty of Heart. I will not, 
however, ca-rry on the illufion. I fliall fee, 
without appearing to fee. Fmuft have relied 
much, my dear Countefs, on the greatnefg 
of your foul, to have ventured to communi- 
cate to you fuch an idea. The portion, 
indeed, of this charming creature includes 
little more than her merit, her virtue, and 
B 3 her. 
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her beauty; as the little fortune (he can hope 
for is nothing in comparifon to that of the 
Marquis ; of whom, in the prefent language of 
the world, it would doubtlefs be faid» that he 
had committed an afl of folly : but to me, who 
am perhaps more interefted than any of thofe 
who would fpeak in this manner, it appears iii 
a very different light. As happinefs is the only 
obje£t worthy of purfuit, and as the opulence 
of your brother places him above thofe confi* 
derations to which others are fometimes ob- 
liged to defcend, I will venture to maintain, 
that fuch an union would render his fituation 
the envy of every ferfon of fenfe and fenfi- 
bility. The prudence and goodnefs of Mifs de 
Ferval nfiight be reckoned, in an exaft calcu- 
lation, to counterbalance a fortune. She has 
the management of her mother's houfe, and 
for two years has been intrufted with every 
particular, during which flie has acquitted her- 
felf with an eafe that is aftpnifhing ; and yet 
her attention tobufinefs is fcarcely perceptible. 
Madam de Ferval herfelf has told me, that 
there never were greater tranquillity and or- 
der in her family, than fmce her daughter 
has taken the reins of that little government. 
The fervants adore her ; and (he finds means 
to afford great affiftance to feveral neigh- 
bouring 
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l>ouriQg femHies, at a fmall expence. I have 
"been informed of a thoufand inftances of her 
beneficence, triflings indeed, in themfelves, 
"but important in their motives and effefts. 
Thefe follicitudes are of more expence to her 
aflivity, than the purchafeof gold to the pof- 
feflbr of riiillions. To open our purfe to tb« 
unhappy, when riches have put it in our pow- 
er, is no great effort ; but by our natural abili- 
ties alone to fupply the want of riches in our 
relief of them, appears to me a double gene- 
rofity. 

Adieu, dear Qountefs ; vr^y hopes may 
vanifl), becai^fe they ^re |)erhaps fpunijed only 
on iny wifhes. But, fuppofing otherwife, 
pleaiing expeAations always caufe the tiipe 
to pafs agreeably. I can never regret that 
which is employed in the forefight or defire 
of good actions, and ft ill lefs when employ- 
ed ii^ a correfpondence with you« 

LETTER XCV. 

From Madam de Saint-Sever U Madam it 
Narton. 

Paris^ June 17. 

TT would, indeed, my dear friend, have 

been a mortification to me, if you bad 

of my fentiments in any other man- 

B 4 ner 
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ner tban from your own. Your wiihes coin-- 
cide with mine. As my brother's circum- 
fbnces have placed him above all pecuniary 
confiderations with refped to marriage, his 
Only motive in fuch a cafe muft be happinefs, 
I (hould applaud the choice, even if his for- 
tune were lefs. The (hackles unhappily 
in^pofed upon us by the prefent modes, 
oblige us, eipecially in inarriage, to pay a 
regard to fortune ; and, as luxury has placed 
every thing in the clafs of neceflaries, the 
cxpences it occafions are with difficulty de- 
frayed, the burden is doubly, and theaffift^ 
ance even of parents, who might be able to 
diminifh it, is precluded. I (hould think 
the fituation of two perfons, ^^bo, without any 
fortune were in lave with each other, ex- 
tremely pitiable, becaufe they would be im- 
prudent to marry, and unhappy to remain^ 
fingle ; but my brother is not in thefe cir- 
cumftances. He is rich, and I (hould think 
him more than happy if he could infure his 
own felicity by uniting it with that of a 
well-bred, virtuous, and amiable woman. 
Though you think it beft not to interpofe in 
the affair, yet your advice would.be of great 
weight. You know be(l, however, what 
fteps are moft proper to be taken. Affure my 

brother 
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ibrother of my fincereft love and friendfljip, 
and Madam de Ferval of that juft xegard I 
jentertain for her. To give fuch an education 
to her children as (he hath done is not the 
talent of every one. To them I likcwifc 
^Ould beg to be remembered. 
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from the 'Marquis to Madam de Saint Sever j 

VarenneSy "Jum 19. 
J NDEED, fifter, I think myfelf under 
great obligations to your Pbyfician for 
bis good advice, fori am fcarcely the fame 
perfon. My health improves daily, and I now 
pofleis a chearfulnefs to which I have long 
been a ftranger. This country boafts an ex- 
cellent air. I have continued at Madam de 
Narton's, and the waters have been of great 
benefit. I am p^rfeftly charmed with my 
prefent mode of life, and cannot conceive a 
greater happinefs. My • company is indeed 
very different from that to which 1 have been 
lately accuftomed. 

Nothing can be more fimple or more love- 
ly than our prefent pleafures. They arc by 
jOO means "far fetched or expenfivej but, on 

th« 
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the contrary, arife from the time, place» and 
circumftances ; are varied with the day, and 
are entirely unforefeen. No defcription can 
therefore be given of them. The MiiTes de 
Ferval are the foul of thele amufements. 
They have a gentility, a delicacy, a good hefs, 
which is beyond expreiEon. Goodnefs is an 
hereditary quality in this family. It is com- 
municated by the very prefence of Madam de 
Ferval. I was prefent yefterday at an alfe^- 
ing incident, which gave me fo much plea- 
fure, that I am willing you Ihould participate 
of it. It may ferve as a proof, that the heft 
way of making mankind good, juit, and ho- 
neft, is to corjfer obligations on them. How 
little do true pleafures coft ? 

There came into the court before the caftle 
a man who fells goods about the country, 
with two horfes laden. He defired to /peak 
to Madam de Ferval. The Ladjes would 
have fent him away, and Madam de Ferval 
herfelf thought he had only fomething for 
fale ; but as the man was earned in his re- 
queft, he was admitted. His countenance 
was eafy, and he was about thirty years of age. 
His behaviour, on his entrance, was refpe£lful, 
and fomewhat confufed. Well, friend, faid Ma- 
dam de Ferval, what is your bufinefs with mc? 

Th^ 
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The man endeavoured to return an anfwer 
to this queftion, but could not. At length, 
after fome hefitation, he prefented a purfe, 
and faid, Thefe, Madam, thefe feven thou- 
jand livres Iwifli I could havebrought fooner— 

Why have you brought this money to me ? 

It is your property, Madam ; it is yours^ 
indce'd. * 

Mine ! 

Yes, Madam it is yours. You doubtlefe 
r^coUeft — If I had been able, I would not 
have delayed it fo long. 

You muft certainly be miftaken, friend. I 
have loft nothing, and if it is a reftitution — 

No, Madam, it is a debt — It is your mo- 
ney, which you have only lent. 

I really do not comprehend your meaning 
— You muft certainly have miftaken me for 
fome other perfon. 

Oh, Madam, faid he, with tears now ftream- 
ii)g from his cy^s, and again offering his purfe, 
^an Madam de Ferval ever be miftaken 'for 
anotl^er ? 

But how can I receive this money, friend ? 
It cannot be mine. 

Do not you recolledl. Madam — But pof- 
fibly you may haye forgotten poor James, a 
poor orphan, who ufed to bring you pins. 

An4 
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And are you the fame perfon ? 

Yes, Madam; this is the very louis d'or 
which you were fo good as to lend me eigh- 
teen years ago. 

Indeed ! 

Yes, Madam, And from thefe four and 
twenty livres, which was my whole ftock, I 
liave gained, with care and labour, a little 
eftate. 

And pray, how much have you gained ? 

Fourteen thoufand livres. Madam. Seven 
thoufand are in the purfe. I have been pretty 
€x^& in my accounts, and I have always cal- 
culated your profit feparate from my own. 

My profit ! 

Yes, Madam, it was the agreement. 

What agreement, pray ? 

Do not you remember. Madam, after you 
bad examined my littl« trunk — 

O dear, I remember the little trunk, faid 
Madam de Ferval, fmiling. Nothing could 
poiEbly have been neater, or arranged in bet- 
ter order, and yet, I believe, all the things 
in it might have been purchafed for a 
-crown. * 

You wer^ pleafed to alk how I could get 
a livelihood by fuch an employment ? 

The queftion drew tears from you. 

And 
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And I made anfwer. Madam, that the want 
of money had thrown me into fuch di£kul- 
ties that I knew not what to do. 

I remember you explained to me all your 
little projeds of trade, which manifefted 
much good fenfe and underftanding. 

You then afked me. Madam, what.fum of 
money would make me eafy in the world. 

I think it was twelve livres, you told me j 
yes, it was twelve livres. 

And at that time twelve livres was an cf- 
tate to me. You gave me, Madam, a louis 
d'or, on condition I would allow you half my 
profit. 

What an inftance of integrity ! And did 
you really confider. it ferioufly ? 

Undoubtedly, Madam. Here are my ac- 
counts, kept with the g'reateft exadneis. 1 
ibould have been a knave to have adled other* 
wife. 

Madam de Ferval's furprize and pleafure 
at the adventure were fo great, that {he could 
fay no more. The man then untied tb^ 
firings of his purfe, and poured out the money 
on the table, and began to count it. But 
Madam de Ferval flopped him. Keep the 
money, my friend — Yoii have earned it too 
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k is youts. Madam. It does not belong 
tome. 

I defire you will take it again. Can there 
be a greater pleafure, faid Madam de Ferval 
addreffing herfelf to us, than that which I 
now feel. And yet how little has it coft me ? 
The whole company was in tears. But 
the poor man*s fituation was moft embarraf- 
fing. He wept, he trembled, and (hewed, by 
every gefture, that the money belonged only 
to Madam de Ferval. I arrived. Madam, but 
yefterday in this province, faid he, and have 
been at your houfe, where I was told you were 
Jiere. I was fearful that my honefty would 
have been fuf^ eded for having delayed fo long. 

I am greatly pleafed to fee you thus both 
profpcrous and honeft. Heaven hath bleffed 
you, and you have been deferving. I am 
thankful for having been the inftrument of 
your good fortune. Go on with your bufi- 
nefs, and inform me of the fuccefs of it. 

But what is to be done with this money? 

I havd told you it is not mine. 

But confider the agreement, Madani, 

I beg you will receive back the money. 
The agreement was intended only as an en- 
couragement to your induftry. 

I receive it, then, Madam, as a gift. 

It 
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It is no gift. 

It muft be a gift. Madam. I cannot re- 
ceive It in any other manner. 

Well, then, it fhall be as you will. 

Alas, Madam, you are too good. It is 
with gratitude I receive it, and it was with 
equal pleafure I brought it. But, at leaft, I . 
hope you will permit thefe ladies to choofe 
whatever they pleafe from among my goods. 
I have fome jewels — 

We are greatly obliged to you, faid the 
young ladies; but we (hould be very forry 
to — 

Ah, Madam, do you refufe me this 
honour? faid the poor man, very affeftingly. 

No, friend, faid Madam de Ferval, my 
young folks will not accept of any jewels ; 
bnt have you any ribbands ? 

The boxes were brought in, and the man 
laid out his goods with greater adivity and 
care than if he had been going to fell theni« 

He defired the ladies to accept of the 
whole, and their embarraiTment was fo great, 
that they knew not whether to accept or re- 
fufe. The former would have been an injury, 
and the latter an affli(3:ion to him. Is there 
nothing here that is worth your approbation i 
If I might — The ladies were at laft pre- 
vailed 
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Tailed on to accept fome head-drefles and 
ribbands, and we all took ibi^e trifle or other. 
He then left us, full of joy and gratitude, 
after befto\^ihg a tlioafand bfcffings on Ma- 
dam de Ferval and her family. 

A fcene fo afl[%(ftmg as thi^ cotild hot faif 
of being our chief topic of cbnverfation for 
that day. Though any inftance of liberality 
on our part would yefterday have been un- 
feafonable, we are determined, however, not 
long to be in arrears. To thofc who are en- 
dowed with a fenfibility of heart it is not 
enough merely to be generous : The mahrier 
is likewife to be cohfidered. We have been 
very bufy to-day in the preparation of a little 
theatre, which is to be decorated with foliage 
and flower- work, virhere we are to reprefent ' 
Zara and the Orphan. Mtfs de Ferval is to 
be our principal a£trers; her prefence will 
give fpirit to the whole ; and the charafiers 
of Orofmanes and the Guardian are intended 
for me. Adieu, dear fifter. When you fee 
me I (hall be quite recovered. Pray tell the* 
Count I follow his advice in dvery particular. ' 
Believe me, no afFcdlion can ever exceed that 
which I entertain for you. 

LET* 
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Prom Madam de Narton U Madam de 
Saint-Sever. 

VarenneSy Jum 23. 
/^UR wifhcs, my dear Countefs, have 
hitherto fucceeded, Yefterday we had 
the reprefentation of Zara and the Orphan. 
Mifs de Ferval acquitted herfelf beyond ex- 
.pedion. The paffion of Orofmanes Teemed 
to flow naturally from the Marquis, and the 
charafter of Zara was equally well perform- 
ed. The coftipliments of the whole affembly 
Were paid to Mifs de Ferval, who received 
them with a modefty infeparable from real 
merit ; and from the effeds of the Marquis's 
CQOipliments in particular, I have almoft ven- 
tured to prefage every thing that can be de** 
fired. A few days fince I communicated t^ 
Madam de Ferval the compliments you paid 
her, which aiFeded her fenfibly ; and introdu* 
ced a converfation too interefting to be con* 
cealed. I afked her by what means (he had been 
able to give her children fo perfed an educa- 
tion in the midft of rural obfcurity, and at 
fuch a diftance from that affiftance, which is 
generally efteemed necefliry. She replied, I 
VpL. II. C have 
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have ever tenderly loved them. By manifeft- 
ing my affe6iion to them as foon as they 
could be fenfible of it, I gained their conii- 
dence ; and by gaining their confidence half 
the labour was completed. 

.Tp engage hejr to a difcovery of her me- 
tfiod, I repref<?oted the inconveniences which 
woyld probably arife from this flicw of af- 
fe(Sion. Were you not apprehenfive^ Madam, 
faid I, that it would be ab'ufed ? Children foon 
perceive the force oif a mother's affieftion, and 
convert it to their own purpofe^ : Th^y have 
cunning, and the heart falls ^ prey to it. In- 
dulged at firft in leffer matters, they at laft 
break through all reftraint, and follow no 
guide but their pwn inclination. 

As I was fenfibje of this ^anjer, replied 
Madam de FervaJ,! endeavoured to prevent it. 
I cpnfidered, that at a certaijn age children are 
fufceptible of habit, though i.ijcapable of rea- 
ip/i, arid, therefore, at this period I accuftom-^ 
ed mine to fubmiffion. By thus inculcating 
obedience before they were abje to ipealf ^ one 
of the greateft difficulties was fubdue5f. 

But, Madarpstviuppofingcliildren thiwac- 
cuftomed to fubmjiTipn i it is furejy tlv^.f^b- 
mJiEori of fear, not of love ; and whije t^ey 
ajpe ignorant that feverity is exercifed only 
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for their good, will not this fear be attended 
with hatred ? 

By no means. My children were no foonct 
capable of rational fentiment,than they adored 
me. Reflefting that I proicured them every 
pleafure which infancy could delight in| 
that it was to me alone they were obliged^ 
and that my only motive was to make them 
happy J they were happy only with me. To 
be at home was their greateft pleafure s it 
was an uneafinefs to them to be abfent. A 
violation of truth was punifhed by four days 
banifliment from my apartment, but an ac- 
knowledgement of the crime always obtain- 
ed a pardon and repeal. This was the ut-» 
mofl: of my feverity. I never had recourfe 
to the difagreeable and barbarous cuftom of 
beating them, or depriving them of their 
meals. Blows are too great a difgrace to an 
ingenuous mind, and the want of food is 
injurious to health. Children fliould be 
punifl^ed, as nearly as poffible, in the fame 
manner as if they were arrived at years of 
difcretion; that is to fay, by remorfe, by 
fliame, by the lofs of the advantages of 
fociety, and by methods fimilar to thefe. 

You have convinced me. Madam, that 
thofe children, who have been accuftomed 

C 2 to 
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to obey before they could fpcak, are mor^ 
docile than others ; and that they are more 
afFefted by correftion, although but feldom 
infllfted. — Children thus educated, replied 
Madam de Ferval, have the highcft affeftion 
for their parents, and are ferifible of the fa* 
tours they receive. No feverity having ever 
been (hev^n them, except at an age of which 
the remembrance is loft, a fenfe of depen- 
dence remains, which is almoft mechanical : 
And vrhen at length, as their faculties open, 
they perceive that our power over them is 
exercifed only to prevent them from doing 
wrong, or for their benefit, it is impoflible for 
them not to be fincerely attached to the perfoa 
v/ho is thus the caufe of their happinefs. 

This is undoubtedly true — And yet, is not 
the conduft of governefles diametrically op- 
pofite to what you have been advancing ? 

Governeffes aft but a very imperfect part, 
and their attention is confined to external 
accomplilhments. My children were al- 
ways under my own care ; and I required 
of them only meeknefs, fimplicity, and dili- 
gence. 

Few mothers would have patience to take 
fo much pains^ in the education of their 
children. 

This. 
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/ This negligence may be accounted for 
ffom their ignorance of the pleafures whicH 
are united with thefe foUicitudes. What can 
be conceived more pleafing than to behold 
the tendernefs and confidence of thefe little 
Qnes growing up before us, to be able by a 
look to punifh or reward them, and to be 
the very center of eirery thing they efteem ; 
This is to be a mother, indeed i 

But is not this happinefs dearly purchafed, 
by that continued anxiety which fuch a life 
muft produce ? 

I jconfefs that every moment of it is not 
jCqually agreeable. Amidft fo many and mi- 
nute objeds of attention, fome of them muft 
ncceflarily be attended with anxiety, weari?- 
nefs, and trouble, which maternal tenderr 
nefs alone can fupport : But maternal ten- 
dernefs does no^ Qply fupport ; it alleviates 
and fweetens them* A reftraint upon our own 
behaviour i3, however, indifpenfibly ncceffa- 
ry. It has therefore bee^i njy conft^nt c;^e 
to conceal ipy ov^ii fs^ults from my chilfli^en, 
to appear the faipe at ^U tinries, and never to 
manifeft the leaft caprice^ or fally pf pafliofi. 
Thus I obtained their confidence; ijnd I 
really don't believe, ifaid ihe with a f9iile» 
ibey ibi^l^ I have a fault. 
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Few parents, indeed. Madam, poflefs fuch 
goodnefs and abilities. But this was only the 
foundation of the edifice : Much labour was 
ftill remaining. 

Asfoon as they were capable of reflexion, I 
began to form their minds, by inculcating fuch 
principles as were certain and invariable* 
Thcfe were to be found in religion alone, and 
on religion I founded all the reft. I at firft in* 
firufSled them in fuch pointsof it as were intel- 
ligible to them ; and as their intellectual fight 
grew ftronger, I caufed it to fhine forth before 
* them in all its luftre. Thefe attentions, which 
were continued till they were gfown up, afiifted 
nature in her work, and ibe has not been un- 
propitious to them. By the ufual method of 
education many ingenuous minds are ruined, 
more perhaps than receive benefit. But with 
this I have not to reproach myfelf. The vir- 
tues of my daughters have been the eSe& of 
their own inclinations, and thus their talents 
have been cultivated* 

I have the plcafure to obferve. Madam, that, 
notwithftanding the extraordinary care you 
have beftowed on the young ladies, their bro- 
ther has no reafon to complain of negled to- 
wards himfelf. For humanity and honour he 
may be put in competition with his fiflers ; 

and 
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iwid to tkc fofter rirtues, which are equally 
to be found in both fexed, he hath united 
that greatnfefs of foul which is particularly 
charafteriftic of his own. 

My fon's education is not equaHy to* be at-: 
tributed to me ; his was at Coilege, atid undet 
Preceptors. I confefs, my choice would have 
been to have. kept him at home ; but It id Keft 
, to conform to cuftom, whea we are not certain 
of fuccefs by a6ting contrary to it. I found 
that I fhouM have more difficulty with hiitl 
than with his fitters. The prfecepts, which'ar< 
given in the education of men, contain many 
flrange and dreadful afiertions. i was willing 
that my fon ihould be brought up in a due reu*' 
gard to religion, honour, and probity ; thai 
he fhould learn fo much of the fciences as 
were proper for his fituation ; that he fiiouIJ' 
be virtuous and accompliftied ; a chriftianand 
a man of courage ; to unite all thefe qualities) 
is a taik rf difficulty, and was above my abili-'^. 
ties. But he has been educated as well as our 
prefent manners and prejudices would permit* 
No perfon, however, except myfelf, has ever, 
had the leaft connection with the education <^. 
his fitters : This was lefs difficult, becaufe th€ 
principles which they v^ere ta learn were . 
certain and invariable, They were rcafoi^.. 
and virtue alone, Werq 
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Were you then always talking to them of 
rtafon and virtue i 

By no means ; I always fought a proper 
opportunity to communicate a tafte of themi 
and have found, that a leflbn of probity and 
good-nature may be inculcated from the moft 
trifling prefent that can be confeaed. 

You have, indeed, fucceeded. The can- 
dour and goodnefs of heart in the MiflTes de 
Ferval are equalled only by the graces of jtheir 
milid. That charming union, which (b hap- 
{ftly fubfifts between them, is a proof of their 
delicacy. 

I have at all times confidered, that tho* it 
was necei&ry to produce an emulation in chil* 
dren, yet the greateft caution was requifite 
to prevent it from degenerating into jealoufy. 
The beft method to- fupprefi the growth of 
envy or'hatred, is to prefer the a£kion with- 
out refyeSt to the perfon ) to o^ierve the moft 
icrupulous juftice in rewards and piiniih- 
ments ; and never to praife one at the ex- 
pence qf the other. When a child is hated 
or negle^ed, he grows fuUen and jealous ; 
and is perhaps, in the eiid, a misfortune to his 
family, and a difturbaricc to fociety : And yet 
the fault might not be originally his. I have, 
bdwever, the bs^ppincis to reflect, that my 

daugh- 
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d^ghters are ftrangers not only to all thofip 
little fquabbles fo common with young peo^ 
pie, but alfo to the very idea of jealoufy. 

This fund of goodnefs diffufes itfelf even 
x>ver their common converfation, which is ever 
accompanied with grace and fprightlinei8,and 
is fo totally devoid of the leaft bickering ortll* 
nature, that I could not fail of admiring it. 

I took care to lay before them the meannefs 
and the danger of detradion, and they now 
hold it in deteftation. Henrietta, rather from 
tboughtlefihefs than ill-nature, had at one time 
A turn for>farcafm, and was poflefled of the 
dangerous talent of mimicry. The imitation 
was lively $ but inftead of applauding it, I was 
^ways ferious. When her fifters, on firft dif- 
, covering this gravity, esuprefled their furprize> 
I aiked them, how they could cxptSt any plea*^ 
fure to refult to me from beholding, in one of 
tny daughters, fo much ill-nature, and fo little 
good fenfe ? Henrietta, blu(hing, afked me 
whatcrime fhe had committed ? I reprefented ta 
them the wickednefs, folly, barrennefs of in* 
Yention, or ignorance, which always lay con* 
cealed under detraction, even when its ap- 
pearances were moft fedudive ; that it was a 
meannefs, by becoming the buiFoon, or ape of 
iipiciety, to amufe one perfon by the ridiculous 

aSion^ 
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•aions of another; and that (he gave an op- 
portunity for others to take the fame liberty 
with herfelf. She was fenfible of the indif- 
crelion ibe had committed, and never re- 
quired a fecond admonition. 

Your manner was in this cafe more forci- 
ble than any words. A fmik would have 
^cftroyed all, 

< lam quite charmed, faid Madam de Ferval 
to me, that you, who have been fo much ac- 
cuftomed to Paris, and to a more refined edu* 
cation, ihould thinl my girls worth fo much 
notice* What can there be in them which 
hath merited fo much of your obfervation ? 

I love to fee nature and graces in their na- 
tive ilmplicityy and thefe are now generally 
iiegle(fted» Thofe grace which are obtained 
merely by art, have always an air of falfenef» 
and conftraint* The young ladies who are 
educated at Paris, are little more than orna- 
imented ftatues, that occupy the feats of an 
apartment, and are condemned to childhood' 
aad ^ence till they are married. Their ta-* 
]e»ts, if they have any, arc never cultivated, 
and it is rare if they even appear. 

It is very neccflary, replied Madam de Fer- 
val, that girls flioald be infpired early with 
that referve which is becoming their age and 

fex. 
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fex. The danger of indifcretion, and, in par- 
ticular, of fpcaking unfeafonably, or out of 
place, (hould with miMhefs be laid before 
them. This requires conliderable attention ;* 
and for this reafon, I regard every fyllablc 
that is fpoke by my children, although I 
never enjoined them to be filent. 

This is a proof of your tendernefs and 
prudence. The contrary method muft pro-' 
ceed from cruelty or ignorance, by which 
the graces of the mind are ftifled, and the 
fineft period of our life made a period of tirc- 
fomenefs and rcftraint. * 

As I thus left my daughters as much at 
liberty as I coulJ confiftently with modefty 
and decorum, I always taught them, that as 
members of fociety they fhouM be more at- 
tentive to others than to themfelves, that their 
own amufement ihould be only fecondary, 
and that they fliould re2,ard the fentiments and 
ftudy the tafte of others. If they arefometimes 
chearful, they can likewife maintain a ferious 
convcrfation. I have accuftomed them to hear 
even a tedious difcourfe without impatience, 
and often leave them to fuch company whom 
it is moft difficult to entertain. True politenefs 
is founded on goodnefs. It muft, therefore, 
confift in fpeaking to every pcrfon in the lan- 
guage 
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guage which he U ^^ ^M to^ and tq give 
attention to him. To give attention, is not 
merely to be filept : We muft anfwer what is 
required of us. To a perfon who is fpeaking 
of his own aflFairs, his fuccefles or his misfor-r 
tune.9^ ^ gefture, a word, a look is generally 
iatisfai^ory ; )>ecaufe we a^e .copious in talk? 
ing of ourfelves, efpecially of our troubles, 
and foon grow tirefome to the hearers. 

When we are interefted ourfelves in the 
tale, every minute circumftance afFe£ls us, 
and a fliow of indifference or wearinefs Is an 
affront and a cruelty. If we are unhappy, 
our misfortunes are at leaft fufpended if they 
are liflcned to by thofe who appear to be af- 
fedled by them. If we are fortunate, our de- ; 
fire to be heard is equally ftrong ; we are e* 
qually wilhing to communicate our happinefs. 

But, faid I fpiling, if you recommend 
fpch indulgent maxims as thefe, you will 
foon find an increafe of vifitors. 

I have endeavoured, replied Madam de Fer- ^ 
val, that the difcourfc of my children fliould 
not be tedious. They feldom fpeak of them- 
felves. It is a duty to bear this fault in 
others ; and with j-cfpeft to thofe who j^re 
unfortunate, it is indifpenfible. 

Children, in the vivs|city of their age, even 
' if 
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it fhey have the beft difpoiitions, cannot, I 
acknowledge, long attend to what does not 
iifte£t them i but they may be habituated to 
attention by degrees, by reprefenting to them 
the happinefs of being able to procure any 
pleafure or relief to others. They fliould alfo 
be early taught, the difference between that 
true politenefs which flows from the heart, 
and that falfe politenefs, which, as it affe£l3 
the external behaviour only, is eafily attained 
even by thofe of a contrary difpofition. Ther« 
are many, who think they have fulfilled all the 
duties which fociety can require from them, 
if they have not been deficient in returning 
vifits, in the payment of compliments, or the 
obfervance of drawing-room ceremonies. Yet 
thefe very people will fliew a difguft to the 
lamentations of pain, and will cruelly inter- 
rupt the melancholy relation of an honeft 
man, who had honoured them with the fuppo- 
fition that their hearts were capable of fenfi- 
bility. A good heart is our beft guide in thefe 
circumftances i for goodnefs is the bafis of 
fociety, of virtue, of happinefs, of every thing 
that is valuable. By the heart, therefore, 
niuft the great work of education be begun. 
The heart. Madam, is a matter of great 
delicacy. But though infenfibility is the 

fource 
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fource of innumerable vices, is not too great 
ji fenfibility dangerous to young people ? 

It doubtlefs is fo, unlefs it has a proper di- 
tedion J and, in this cafe, the greateft cir- 
cumfpe<^ion i$ required. A heart which is in 
itfelf tender, is always eafy of perfuafion, and 
is fufceptible of all the fofter fenfations. A 
mother fhould, by tendernefs and aiFe£lion, 
gain her daughter's heart while it is yet in 
infancy ; flie can then form ir, fhe may then 
have the virtuous pofleflion of it, and fecure 
its confidence. I am not infenfible, it is from 
experience I fpeak, that at a certain age, 
the paflions — But perhaps not — Thefe 
paffions do not actuate more forcibly than a 
mother's afFeSion, when fhe is the friend 
and confident ; they are not ftronger than the 
impreffions of education, the principles of ho- 
nour, that virtue, that modefty, that gene- 
rous pride with w^hich youth ought always to 
be infpired, efpecially where the heart Is fuf- 
ceptible — I fliall ever regard, faid fhe, after a 
little paufe, the direftion of fuch a fenfibility 
of difpofition as the greateft happinefs. That 
parent, who does not profit from the refources 
which are here to be found, is unworthy the 
education of fuch a daughter. What viSpries 
may fhe not obtain over herfelf, by conduc- 
ing 
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bg this delicacy of foul with gcntleaefe aii4 
(kill, and yet abandoning the honour of the tri- 
umph. In fuchcharafit^sthelove of honour 
and duty is powcrfuj, as it is « natural incliaa* 
tion, a pleafing fentimeftt, £tf)d a real paflBon^ 

But do you not think it xiecelTary to maks 
them capable, betimes, of refitting the paffioa 
pflove? 

I do not 5 fuch prccsmtion is not only ufe* 
lefs but dangerous. While they continue ia 
infancy, they do not underftand us; and 
when they are grown up, all the ideas yotf 
have been implanting ini them of lovers and 
of love arife before them* They have foon 
vanity fufficient to think that they have beauty 
enough for adoration, and the reception oT 
addrefTes would be amufing at leaft, and na 
way injurious to their virtue. A lover, we witf 
fuppofe, now appears- The mother is by n* 
means to know any thing of it j fee has ever 
declaimed againft love. The girl fets up for 
her own miftrefs, the lover is amiable and re- 
ducing, fee is dazzled, by the compliments: 
that are paid her, and her ruin is completed. 

Have you, then, never mentioned this 
paffion to the Miffes de Ferval ? 

If at any time the converfation hath acci- 
dentally turned on this point, I never appa- 
' rently 
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rently interrupted it; but changed it gra-^ 
dually to fome other fubjed. 

Muft they not, however, have met with 
this fubjed in the courfe of their reading ? 

With romances they are entirely unac. 
quainted. In my choice of theatrical pieces^ 
thofe have been (cleSted wherein love, appear- 
ing the caufe of the greateft misfortunes, was 
leaft likely to be imitated; and from the 
greatnefs of the fubjcAand the dignity of the 
language, they were led to confider the hero 
of a tragedy as a being of a different fpecies 
from themfelves. I have remarked, from the 
refle£Uons which they have made, that th« in- 
tereft of a ftate, when fet in oppofition to that 
of a lover, divided their attention ; and to^ 
readers, whofe minds have been little capti- 
vated by the pailion, the love-ftory in a tra-^ 
gedy generally appears lifelefs and improbable. 
The reading of poetry is a material point in 
the polite education of daughters ; becaufe 
good poetry, at the fame time that it does no 
injury to the heart, forms the taile and ele- 
vates the foul. It would be fliamcful, there- 
fore, to be ignorant of the more admired 
writings in this part of literature. As pru-, 
dence and difcernment are indifpenfibly ne- 
ce^Tary in the choice of authors, it muft be 

cbferved. 
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ofefcrved that, of all writings whatever, ro- 
mances are the moft dangerous, becaufe 
young perfons always apply thenri to them^ 
felves. Their imagination being heate 1, the 
firft youth they meet is an Adonis, or a Lean- 
der i they tegin to think they exift only to 
love, and to be without a lover is an infupport- 
table humiliation. From fuch fcenes of ill\i^ 
fioii might be traced their ruin oiF thoufands. 

But do you place all works of this kind on 
an equality. Are there no exceptions ? 

There doubtlefs are fome. I might men- 
tion fome Engliih ronjance^. 

I prefume you allude to Richard fon's. 

Richardfon's ! Can jou difgrace his beauti- 
ful hiftories of the world and of humanity with 
the name of romances ? Thofe hiftories in 
which Virtue, iijftruds us by the hand of 
Genius ? I think myfelf under the greateft 
boligatioils to thisconfumma.e matter of edu- 
cation, who has comnaunicated at once all that 
experience can teach. To read his work^ 
yrithout a wifh to be^ better, I might add, 
without the accompliihment of that wifh, i^ 
irpppffible. Our verv nature muft be depraved 
if it coulcl refift their effedis. Some liipe fincq 
1 put Clarifla into the (lahds of my eldeft girl, 
who is now capable of receiving improvement 

Vol. IL D from 
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from the ftudy of morality. But this kind of 
reading is not yet proper for her fifters* 

You may judge, from the inftance I am 
relating, what eiFe&s Clarifla may be ex- 
peded to produce on an unexperienced mind. 
My daughter, though fhe read it in private, 
always communicated to me her fentiments 
of it. She was much pleafed with Lovelace^ 
and could not blame ClarifTa for loving him, 
when fhe contrafted him with his rival, whom 
the tyranny of her parents had forced upon 
her. I was particularly pleafed with the con- 
cern (he exprefled for the fair fugitive, when 
fhe was in the coach with no one but her 
admirer. What an humiliation, mamma, 
muft this have been ! This man, afFedionate 
as he was, was not her hufband. What a 
ftate of dependence ! Had Ihe but refleded, 
fhe would furely have preferred any calamity, 
even the lofs of life, to fuch difgrace— - A 
noblenefs of thought, a dignity of foul like 
this, is the fummit of virtue. Endowed with 
fuch qualities the heart is impregnable. 

Mifs de Ferval's firft ideas of love were 
taken, then, from Clarifla ! 

They were. I leave you to decide whe- 
ther (he will find any thing formidable in it. 

But 
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But will {he not be ready to take every 
man for a Lovelace i 

There is no great danger. Her inclination 
is my fecurity. In the prefervation of a 
daughter from fedii£tion, I fliould much 
fooner rely on her virtue and her affedion 
for me, than pn any dread of Lovelaces. 

Here we were interrupted in our retirement 

by the young ladies, who, with the Marqui3 

and Mr. Ferval, foon accompanied us in a 

walk to a neighbouring meadow, where we fat 

down by the river fide, under a row of willows, 

and found that an admirable echo was pro^ 

i duced by an adjacent rock* From this hap^ 

I py difcovery,* Mifs de Ferval and her fifter 

Henrietta were prevailed on to fing. The 

Marquis was enraptured ; and I could not 

i, myfelf help afking Madam de Ferval, where 

her daughters could poffibly have obtained 

/ fuch accomplifliments ? 

They were implanted, replied Madam de 
i Ferval, by nature. Mifs de Ferval and Hen- 

rietta were born with a tafte for mufick* 
* But undoubtedly, faid I, they have had 

the aififtance of matters ! 
w Matters ! faid Mr. Ferval. I find, Madam, 

I you are not much acquainted with Mr. Duval, 
f D 2 whom 
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whom you dignify with that name. A moft 
wretched performer ! 

' Be that as it may, brother, faid Henrietta, 
hi^ dfliftance has been of great fervice to us, — 
He was the beft, rejoined Madam de FervaU 
r'could procure in this part of the country, 
but I believe hb may think himfelf more obli- 
ged to his fcliolars for their application and 
dfcfire of learning, than to his own abilities. 

I believe he may, faid Fervah My fifters 
may claim the honour—^ 

' No, brother, replied the eldeft ; that muft 
tte wholly attributed to my manima, who took 
io much pains to implant this tafte, this defire 
of learning, without which we could have ac- 
quired nothing. I perceive, faid (he, addreffing 
herfelf to Madam de Ferval, the difficulty 
you muft have had to conceal your intentions 
ijrom us. In learning to fing I never thought 
I was ftudying a tafk ; and was fufprized to 
Hfcar, fi'om the Marquis and my brothfer, that 
at Paris this is efteemed a ferious bufmeft. 

I ftiould foori forfake mufic, faid Henrietta, 
if I once thought it a ferious affair. Surely, 
mamma, it can be only an amufemerit. When- 
ever Mr, Duval has brought me any new 
airs, I have been impatient till I learnt them ; 
but I fhould have been very indifferent if I 

had 
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had qqnfidercd on thpm a§ a taf^, Pr^y, Jia| 
Helena ever coiifider^ pain(:ing in any pt)i^f 
light than that qf an amufement ? No, indeed, 
faid Helena. Had it not been the confe.- 
'quence of choice, to what purpofc did I learn 
it ? There was no neceffity. I have no voice 
for mufic, I am not fond of it, arid Ihould foon 
have been difgufted. Painting, on the other 
hand, is my favourite employment, and I 
could fpend whole days at it. For this reafon, 
mamma, I think myfdf the more obliged to 
you for permitting me to have the inftrufiions 
of adrawing-mafter. Hpre, faid Madam de 
Feryal to me whifpering, is the whole fecret. 
They acquired thefe accomplifiiments merely 
as articles of amufement, and confequently 
with a defire to attain them. 

I believe, faid Ferval fmiling, Henrietta 
would think it very ftrange to be reproved for 
not minding her dancing. — - 

I am here interrupted, my dear friend, by a 
meflfage, to inform me of the exhibition of fome 
fireworks ; I muft, therefore, clofe my prefent 
letter. To-morrow, I fhould acquaint you, 
is Madam de Narton's birth-day, on which 
occafion fee will receive fome flowrets from 
her children. I intend to be prefent at this 
^ttle ceremony. You may depend on my 
D 3 r«fumin{j 
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refuming the fubjed of this letter, which is 
too interefting to be difcontinued. 

LETTER XCVIIL 
From Madam de St. Sever to the Marquis. 

Parisy June 24. 
^TPHE rc-eftablilhinent of your health, and 
the return of your natural chearfulnefs, 
have given me an inexpreffible pleafure. The 
portrait you have drawn of the Miffes de 
Ferval is fo perfectly amiable, that I cannot 
forbear congratulating you on the happinefs 
you pofTefs in fo delightful a fociety. In one 
fenfe I may be faid, indeed, to partake of it. 
The adventure you related ^o me in your laft 
letters drew tears frpip me ; it does honour 
to humanity, Yefterday I received a vifit 
from Mr, de Valville, who knew nothing of 
your departure. He enquired after you with 
great carneftncfs, and I told him the fub- 
ilance of what you have communicated to 
me. Do not negleft this correfpondcnce. I 
need not add our defire of remembrance to 
Madam de Narton. Continue, dear brother, 
joux afFedlion. 

LET, 
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From Valville to the Marquis. 

Paris J June 24. 
T Called yefterday, my dear Marquis, at your 
lifter's, inexpcaation of feeing youj when 
I found you had left us, and are gone to the 
waters. From Madam de Saint Sever*s dc- 
fcription, you are highly pleafed with your 
prefent fituation : She was in raptures when 
fhe related it. You can fubmit, it feems, to play 
at queftions and commands with a company 
of raw girls ! Upon my honour, a moft manly 
amufement ! I could not help laughing at the 
folemnity with which they were treated by 
your fifter, who certainly thinks you are in the 
land of wonders. And to a£t plays too with 
thefe country wenches ! This is keeping up 
the frolic, indeed ! But I offer no difTuafives^ 
If we can but pleafe ourfelves, the obje^ which 
pleafes us is of little confcquence. Among 
children we muft play like children, and in the 
country do as they do in the country. I do 
not fee what other amufements you can find 
where you are now, and it is beft to be fatis- 
fied with what we' can get. I fliould be ex- 
ceffively pleafed with a defcription of fome of 
tbofe original charaftcrs you have an oppor^ 
D 4 tunity 
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tunity of obferving; their perfons would divert 
me more ttian their amufements. But I don't 
think I fhould bury myfelf in this ipanner, 
when there is generally fuch agreeablecompany 
at the baths. They were honoured laft fea- 
fon with the prefence of the Princefs of — — 
and the Dutchcfs of——. But if you prefer 
Madam de Narton's company, pray continue 
there. 1 acknowledge (he is a woman of fenfe ; 
tnp' fhe wants that politenefs, that elegance of 
manner, without which, at her age, I cannot 
think fhe can be agreeable. If fuch muft be 
the icoin'ditions, may fever, be baniflied from 
the baths I What is a woman without perfonal 
accoirplifljments ? Spipe wpmen begin to talk 
gravely about reafon, when they cap no longer 
talk of their beauty. Thefe female reafoners, 
tnefe daughters of age ^nd uglinefs, may \fc to- 
lerated for a time, buj; we cannot always be 
<Iiverted with what is ridiculous; and even if 
we can raife a fjnile, we are difgufted after- 
wards. Madam de Saint Sever has told me a 
great deal about thefe Mifles de Ferval, vvhom 
1 can exaftly figure to myfelf, unpolifhed, re- 
ferved, queer animals — But, hovyever, if they 
are pretty, you may pafs two or three months 
away in their company. Adieu, dear Marquis, 
I ^m glad to l^ear pf ypur recoycry. 

LET- 
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From the MarquU to Valvillc. 

Varennesy June 28. 
T Pity you, Valville, for knowing no plea* 
fures but thofe of art; and for your infen- 
fibility to thofe which I now enjoy. My 
fifter hath not deceived you. I never was morp 
happy than at prefent, fituated as I am, in fa 
refpeSable, fo delightful a fociety ; I repeat it, 
fo delightful a fociety. If it is to you iniipid, 
you muft be very unhappy ; but in fpite of your- 
fclf you could not but efteetn it. With what 
indifference do you fpeak of theMiffes de Fer- 
val? You muftfurely be ignorant of their rank, 
and ftill more of their excellent qualities, 
The eldeft, in particul^ir, is worthy the re- 
gard and attachment of every man who has 
an adequate fenfe of her merit. She has wit 
without tnaking pretenfions to it ; fhe poflefies 
accomplilhmcnts without knowing ihe pof- 
fefles them ; ftie has the fineft features which 
difcover the fineft foul, and {he has talents 
which aftonifti me. When (he fings, it is 
with a grace that Nature alone could have 
given her. She is a great proficient in mufick» 
and plays excellently on the harpfichord. I 
have fogood an opinion of yoar tafte, atleaft, 

thiat 
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that if you had fcen her in the charaflcr of 
Zara, I am certain you could not have re- 
frained from tears; and tears are^ie trueftap- 
plaufe. Her goodnefs of heart is as adorable as 
it is uncommon. She appears likewife to have 
had the advantage of acquired accompliih- 
ments. She does not make any parade of her 
knowledge, nor does flie afFeftedly conceal 
it. In a wt>rd, I never beheld a more amiable 
pcrfon. Reftify, then, the falfe ideas you have 
conceived of this young lady and her (ifters, 
whofe birth, education, beauty, and virtue, 
merit every encomium that can be conferred. 



LETTER CI. 
J**rom Valville to the Marquis. 

Part's^ July 2, 
TX^ELL, Marquis, I intreat your pardon. 
Upon my honour I had no fuch fufpi- 
cion, but I find you arc very gravely in love 
again. With Mifs de Ferval, too ! a lady of 
rank, prudent, virtuous, handfome, accom* 
plifhcd, and I know not what — a perfed 
Pcity ! But ferioufly. Marquis, let me advife 
you to be cautious. You have already had a 
trial of your weakncfs, your inclination for 

wedlock* 
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tiredlock. Do not then delay to leave this en- 
chanted region. Coniider what a ridiculous 
affair it would be, if you ihould fall into the 
fnare. Whatever raptures this beauty of 
yours may have raifed in you, fhe is at beft 
but a poor country girl ; and who does not 
know what a country girl is ? To depreciate 
the graces you attribute to her, would dif- 
pleafe you, and be to no purpofe ; but your 
behaviour really furpaffes my comprehenfion. 
Is it poflible that, after refilling the charms 
of Madam d'Afterre,the moft amiable woman 
at Paris, the choice of whom would, in fpitc 
of all your rigid maxims of piety, have been 
an honour to you, you fhould at laft fall a 
captive to a ruftic ? Your folly would not 
admit of extenuation. Pr'ythee come back 
to town, unlefs you are refolved to perfift in 
your extravagancies. Adieu. I fancy this 
epiftle will not be very agreeable j but it is 
meant to ferve you. 

LETTER CII. 
From the Marquis to Valville. 

Varennes^ July 6. 

IND EED, Valville, you have abufcd the 
Jaws of fricndlbip> of a long-«ontinued 

friend- 
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friendihip. You imagine tne then to 1>e in 
love. You are miftaken. I thank Heaven, 
roy heart is free i and if I could think it pof- 
fible for me again to fall a prey to that paf- 
fion, I (hould deteft the objed, and break 
through thofe fhackles vtrhich I cannot refle<a 
on but with horror. I have been too great a 
fufferer, and the bitter remembrance which 
yet remains on my mind is a fufficient fafe- 
guard. There is not the leaft fimilitude be- 
tween my prefcnt and former fituation. Mifs 
de Ferval has infpired me, not with love, but 
with rcfpe£l,with confidence, with friendihip, 
with ftmtiments which we might entertain fpr 
an angel, if an angel were to prefent herfdf 
before us. That paffion which I conceived 
for Leonora, and have not forgotten, wa$ 
a paffion of heat and violence, founded on 
fenfe alone, and attended with trjmfport or 
defpair. Such was love, and fqch was that 
paffion which almoft brought me to the grave. 
But the fentiments with which I am now in- 
fpired, are an abfolute contraft to the paffion 
of love ; an admiration from tendernefs and 
cfteem, a confidence frommildnefs and attrac- 
tion. What a fcrenity of foul, what a tran- 
quillity have I enjoyed, when, after return- 
ing from a walk, we have entered into con- 

verfation 
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Yerfation for two or three hours fucceffively? 
If you retain any prejudices againft Mifs de 
Ferval after you have once feen her, I fhall 
have but a very indifferent opinion of you j 
and the only excufe for you is, that you do 
not know her. I fhall continue here as long 
as I conveniently can ; it would be with re- 
luftance that I now fhould come away. My 
health would not permit me. Adieu ; but 
pray omit all difagreeable ideas and expreffions 
in your future letters. You arc not ignorant 
of my love for you j I wifti I could fay, of 
my efteem for you as my friend. 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 
Sever. 

Varennes^ June 30. 
^f^ H E pride which I take in fpeaking of 
•'■ Madam de Ferval and her family has 
convinced me, that we indulge a principle of 
felf-love even in afcribing merit to others. 
The fequel of the converfation, which I pro- 
mifed you in my laft letter, was taken up ia 
treating of the learning that was neceffary for 
a young lady : On which head a Httlc con- 

trovcrfy 
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troverfy arofe between Mr* and Mifs de Fer*. 
val. Of this controverfy I can relate only 
a few of the principal heads ; and cannot but 
legret my inability to defcribe thofe graces, 
which were difFufed over the whole converfa- 
tion by Mifs de Ferval ; whofe beauty feemed 
to receive additional force from her fenfe^and 
difcretion ; and whofe features were expref- 
five of her fouL The Marquis, as well as 
nayfclf, was in raptures. 

The compliments which were beftowed on 
Mifs de Ferval, who to her other accomplifh- 
ments had added a perfecft knowledge of the 
Italian language, unaffifted by any matter, 
gave me an opportunity of afking Henrietta 
whether her tafte had been the fame with that 
of herfifter, and whether {he received as much 
pleafure from her leffons in literature asi 
from thofe in dancing ? The queftion em- 
barraffed her ; {he appeared confufed ; and 
her fifters could not refrain from a fmilc. 

1 am pleafed, faid Madam de Ferval to 
me whifpering, to fee her blufli at being 
ignorant. 1 never chide her for it ; her owa 
confufion fpares me that talk. Then raifmg 
her voice, Henrietta, faid {he, is not fond of 
any thing that is ferious \ but I hope {he will 
ihiuk better, and that {he will in time be 

fen{lble 
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fenfible of the neccfEty of inftruaion as wcU 
as of amufement; 

Inftrudion, replied Ferval ! Permit mc^ 
Madam, for once to apologize for my filler. 
To the Ladies nothing is lefs neceflary than 
ftudy, which fullies the luftre of their charms, 
and occafions a negligence in thofe duties 
which are more peculiarly incumbent oa 
them. I would have daughters be brought up 
to be modeft, careful, and, above all, agree- 
able. Let them have the enjoyment of their 
talents ; let thofe talents be cultivated. Let 
them be made amiable woman, but by no 
means women 'of learning; for nothing is 
more infupportable than a female pedant* 

Pray, brother, faid Mifs de Ferval, whcfc 
have you learnt fuch humiliating notions of 
our fex ? 

From Nature, faid Mr. de Ferval, who in- 
tended you to give pleafure to us, to conlble 
us in our calamities, to amufe us after fatigue 
or ftudy, and to have the dire<9[ion of our fa- 
milies, but not to be proficients in that which 
would render you unfit for thefe duties* 

But have you not confounded the difplay of 
knowledge with knowledge itfelf ? I am wellap- 
prized, that nothing is lefs pleafing than a wo- 
man who affeds to be learned j but is not this 

fault 
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fault difagrecable likewife in a man f Afl^ila- 
tion of learning in your own fex is as inf up- 
portable to the rational part of ours, as a fe- 
male pedant ever can be to a man of genius. 

Your diftin£tions, fifter, are too minute. 
Pedantry and learning are always iynonynious, 
when applied to the fair fex. 

Permit me, brother, to differ from you iii 
a propoficion fo much to our difadvantage. 

This, faid the Marquis, approaching Mif$ 
de Ferval, this is one of our friend's extrava- 
gant notions ; of which I have myfelf often 
tried to cure him ; but you are moft deferving 
of that honour. I fhould be charmed to hear 
your difcuffion of this interefting point. 

Without a formal difcuffion, faid Madam 
de Ferval to her fon, I think we may venture 
to affirm, that, as a polite female education 
is now generally accompanied with inftruc- 
tion in fome points of learning, it is an a£l of 
imprudence to oppofe a cuftom which has 
been generally received, and from which 
no ill effeds appear to refult. He who is 
not born to alter the opinions of the age he 
lives in, ought always to refpeft them, fo 
long at leaft as they are confiftent v/ith vir- 
tue. In thofe days of barbarifm, when a Lord 
High Conftable could not fign his name, 

it 
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it doe§ not aftonifh us to hear that women 
could not read ; but at a period when in- 
ftru<5lion is thought an honour to mankind, a 
profound ignorance in the female fex would 
be contemptible. 

Let us not, mamma, replied Mifs de Fcr- 
val, reft our argument herej if we do, my 
brother will certainly obtain the advantage, 
and will doubtlefs reprefent this as the eiFe£k 
of modern prejudice. Hitherto our debate 
has been rational; let us not then make 
uk of any pleas but thofe of reafon. Had I 
profited better from the leflbns you have 
given me, I fhould have been more capable 
of managing the debate with my brother ; but 
t will endeavour to repeat fome part of what 
you have taught me: And I beg you will fet 
me right, if I fhould deviate from your prin- 
ciples. 

It is not to be doubted, that the grand ob- 
Je£t in every woman ihould be, an endeavour 
to pleafe ; I do not mean merely to pleafe the 
world. This laft leflbn, though often incul- 
cated into young women, is a radical error 
in education, and is the fource of many ex* 
cefles, and many domeftic difagrefements. She 
muft endeavour to pleafe her huftand, of 
whom ihe is at once the companion, the 

Vol. II. B friend. 
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friend, and advifer. Nature hath difpenfer* 
to her, equally as to men, a rational faculty 
capable of cultivation and perfedion. Her 
fituatictf] has, in like manner,, impofedduties^ot 
impoFtance on her, which flie cannot fulfil, 
except her mind has been formed by in-' 
ftrudion, that is, in other words, by ready- 
ing and reile£):ion» She ought to live in har- 
mony with her huiband,, and to attach him 
to herfelf from a fcnfation of happinefs. If 
he is not able- to iind in her company thofe 
refources. which education alone can furniih^ 
it is fcarcely to be doubted^ if he be a man 
of gallantry,, but he will at length grow tired 
of it, and even feparate faimfelf from her». 
Intelledual beauties pleafe much longer than 
thofe which are externals Next to her 
hufband, her children claim her attention*. 
As the education of thefe is a tafk commoa 
to both, the wife muft neceflarily bear her 
part in it}; fhe, indeed, has the greatell in- 
fluence in that tender period of life, when th« 
^enderhefs of the mind receives the moft dura- 
ble impreffions 'y and there is hardly to be con- 
ceived a greater misfortune,^ than when thefe 
firft impreffions are received from an ignorant 
©r vicious parent.. The adminiftration of a 
family, and the management of fcrvants, re- 

q,uirc 
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ifuire every woman to have ftudied the fpringa 
of this inferior government; this ftate iit 
miniature ; and not from ignorance, orcapri- 
^ioufnefs, to have confidered marriage under 
the falfe ideas of liberty, pleafure, and cere- 
mony. And laftly, even in a public view, a wo- 
man may occafion much good or much ill with 
refpedl to itlanners in general, according as 
file is more or lefs under the guidance of reafon* 
Tell me, then, what can be expe£bed, with 
refpe<% to a hufband, to children^ to afamily^ 
to focicty in general, from a woman who has . 
never ftudied her duty, nor ever learned to 
think or refleft ; for even thought and re- 
^ftion are to be learnt. But where are they 
to be acquired, except from books of merit ? 
Hiftory, for example, to thofe who know for 
what purpofe it is to be read, is an excellent 
treatife of morality* 

But do you imagine, replied Ferval, that 
you ihall ever have a ftate to govern, or an 
army to command ? 

' No, brother, men themfelves can have no 
greater duty than this. Is hiftory to be con- 
jBned to Princes and Generals ?" Are not the 
diforders of the human mind, at all seras and 
JA all places, a great lefibn of wifdom ; and 
may- not ad9 of courage, ^enerofity, and 
£ 2 heroifm» 
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hproifm^ fervc as examples to every ftation of 
life, if we are capable of making a proper 
application of them ? 

But will not thefe leflbns and examples, by 
filling your mind with objefts fo far above 
your condition, take from you that idea of 
ilmplicity which is fo neceflary to your con- 
du&l Can you defcend,. from fueh elevated 
reflexions, to the affairs of a family, or the 
care of children? 

Take care, brother, left you confider us 
only in the light of fervants. It would cer- 
tainly be inexcufable for a wife to negleft all 
the duties of her province, and to flaut herfelf 
up in ber library ; as it would be equally fo ia 
a hufband, if he were to abandon his bufmefs 
and his connexions, and to wrap himfelf up 
in the fciences. The difcharge of our neceflary. 
duties is always to be pre-fuppofed j but when 
this is done, a woman may be allowed to retire 
and cultivate her mind by refleXion and read- 
ing ; and, believe me, fhe who can employ her- 
felf in this manner, will be lefs likely to neg- 
left her duties, than one who is not fo vsrell ac- 
quainted with them j and that woman who 
hath never applied her mind to any ftudy, will 
ever r^ip^n in a ftate of childhood^ liable to 

^ every. 
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every perturbation, and fufceptible of ever^ 
weaknefs. 

And yet, interrupted Ferval, thefe latter 
are always the moft agreeable; their very ig- 
norance has an air of complacency ; their only 
endeavour is to pleafe, and they fucceed. 

Mighty well ! A little while ago we were to 
be fervants, and now we are to be mere pup- 
pets ; but you will obtain no honour by degra- 
ding us in this manner. No, Sir, we will not 
fubmit to be your fiaves or your play-things.' 
We claim a higher rank, the rank of daugh- 
ters, mothers, fifters, companions, friends. I 
know that our duties are fometimes lefs fo- 
lemn than yours ; that oncof themofteffential 
is that by which we are bound to be amiable ; 
and that we are not to negleiSl any of thofe 
graces y^hich will render us agreeable : But I 
know likewife, that the graces of the mind 
give an additional luftre to perfonal charms* 

You might have ventured to add, faid 
Madam de Ferval, that it is thefe alone which 
give that luftre. It may be obferved, that the 
company of women of education is courted 
with more affiduity, than that of thofe who 
have only their natural beauties to boaft ; be- 
caufe the rational faculty is fatisiied only by 
g4 intelle^ual communication. 

j: 3 lacr 
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I acknowledge, replied Mifs de Ferval, 
that there are abftrufe points of learning, 
w)|ich do not feem confiftent with our (itua- 
tion. There have, indeed, l>een wopien 
who have diftinguiihed themfelves in this 
refpeft ; but thefe examples a^re rare. I an^ 
fpeaking in a general fenfct 

This, faid I, is owing to the weakncfs of 
our faculties. 

And perhaps too, replied Mifs de Feryal, 
to the multiplicity of our duties. You fee, 
brother, I difguife nothing. I am willing to 
own, that women were not intended for the 
Sciences ; but there are inferior articles of 
learning, which, as I have obferved, may be 
attained equally by us as by you. They arc 
not, indeed, toengrofs our whole time, but 
in what manner can we eqiploy our leifur^ 
hours better than in thefe ? Would you de* 
prive us of amufements, and feparate us from 
that which of all others is the moil innocent f 
No woman, however exempted from labour, 
can employ her whole time in a perpetual fuc*. 
ceifion of amufements. In her retirement (he 
can entertain herfelf by reading ; but if this re- 
fource be taken from her, fee will foon b^ 
difgufted with a family folitude, and will fall 
a prey to giddinefs and inconftancy. Her 

yout^j 
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youth wiU be fp«nt in tumultuous plcafurcs^ 
perhaps in intrigue; and Ihe will devote 
iialf her time to the toilette: And when this 
mode of life ihall no longer be compatible 
.flwith her years, flie will at lafl: addift herfetf 
to gaming. Is not this an abridgement of 
the lives of fuch women as are born to the 
inheritance of fortunes, but whofe goinds have 
remained uncultivated ? So mwy families 
liave experienced the confequences, that I ara 
furprized you flaould be a ftrangcar to them. 

What yourfiftcr has aflerted, faid Madam 
de Fcrval, is agreeable to reafoft, Onje of 
Ijie principal objejSts which, in my opinion, 
every perfon who is entrufted with a female 
education ought to have in view, is to im-^ 
plant the love of reading, and acquiring agreed- 
able points of knowledge; bccaufe fo genteel 
an amufement will iiot only form the minds 
of young people, but will prefeiye them from 
other taftes, which are always trifling, and 
fometimes dangerous^ To know how to em- 
ploy our leifure is neceffary at every age of 
life ; in youth it is a prefervative ; jn age it is 
a refource ; and it is oeconomical at all times.. 

Let each of us, fitter, replied Mr.deFer- 

val, give up a part of the argument, and come 

. fio aa accommodation, I will copfent that 
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the ladies (hall read at their leifure moments^ 
when they are alone and have nothing elfe to 
claim their attention : But you muft confent> 
on the other hand, that they talk not of their 
reading, that their learning flialUie concealed^ 
and never be mentioned in any converfation. 

What a ftrange opinion, brother! To what 
• purpofe muft there be all this myftery ? Sup- 
pofe that in my prefence a circumftance of 
hiftory fhould be mentioned, or a difcovery in 
geography, or any fimilar obfervation ; muft- 1 
be excluded from a converfation which is in- 
terefting to me ? Surely I might fpeak of it as I 
might fpeak of the news of the day, without 
any afFedlation, without any pretenfion to ex- 
traordinary learning, or valuing myfelf on^a 
knowledge of that which every perfon might 
know as well as I ? 

But this will be only triumphing over 
tbofe who are not fo learned as you. 

It will be their own misfortune, then. Let 
them have more knowledge, or lefs pride. I 
will not refufc to enter into a converfation 
with them, on a head-drefs or a favourite lap- 
dog J nor will I ever wilh to ftkine at their ex- 
pence; but I will never be debarred froni 
fpeakingas freely, and with more pleafure, on 
interefting fubje^s. It is a duty, I confefs, 

which 
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which we owe to fociety, if fome ladies ihould 
not rclifh any converfation of this fort, to 
.change it to another topic ; biit I fliould never 
fubmittoowninyfelfignorantjinthccompany 
of thofe who have been better educated. If 
converfation is to be deprived of thefe intereft- 
ing fubje£b, when the common topics of the 
day are exhaufted, it will fink into the rela- 
tion of infipid tales, frivolous remarks, or ab-' 
folute fcandal. The only fault which a wo- 
man, that has abilities and a fluency of words, 
is likely to fall into, is an impertinence, or an 
affectation of diftindion. Even you, brother, 
do not diflike the talent, which certainly is an 
s^dditipnal beauty, but the abufe of it ; and 
that ridiculous vanity which you think will 
refult from it. But on this I have already de- 
cided my opinion. I would not have women 
pedantic, nor do I require them to be learn- 
ed. I wifli them only to be permitted to re- 
ceive fome of the advantages of education; that 
they may at leaft be confidered by the men 
as rational, and valuable members of fociety^ 
I find, fitter, you mean to break through 
all fubordination, and would place your fex 
on an equality with ouri. This is really 
going too far* 

I thought. 
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I thought, iH'otbery replied Mife de Fervd^ 
I had drawn a line between your duties and 
•oturs, and had diftinguiihed what was our true 
;merit, our accomplifbments, aad what ought 
'Co be our fludies. I do not deferve this re^ 
]»:oach. My intention was only to re£lify your 
ideas of our fex t I did not mean to infringe 
-the privileges of yours. This would be to 
fubvert fociety. But, faid ibe fmiling, I thinlc 
pur debate has taken a very ferious turn ! 

Is it not, iifter, upon a ferious fubjed? 
If you did but know from what author thefe 
ideas of mine have been taken — * 

I am very willing, brother, to give all due 
homage to fuperior talents ; but we may be 
j)ermitted to diicufs a propoiition^ and afien£ 
lonly where reafon convinces us« 

And can you, faid the Marquis, rcfift Rea- 
fon herfelf,whenihe is thus accompanied with 
^he Graces ? Come, Ferval, he ingenuous, and 
>u:knowledge you have loft the viftory. 

There's gallantry for you, fifter ! Do yon 
^llow all that ? 

The Marquis, replied Madam de Ferval, is 
icertainly very obliging : But as it grows late, 
i think we had better conclude our argument. 
Wearofe, and returned tothecaftle. While 
^c were coming back, Madam de Ferval told 
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'^e, that her eldeft daughter was (o fond of 
teading when ihe was only ten years old, that 
ihe was obliged to put every book out of her 
.way} while Henrietta, on the contrary, totally 
difliked it, I am not pleafed., faid flie, with 
|hefe very early talents : We muft be children 
during the age of childhood, if we would be 
rational at the age of reafon : This paflion of 
hers for ftudy is now reftrained, therefore, to 
the bounds of moderation and prudence. He-^ 
lena continues much the fame as ihe has ever 
been ', but her reluctance gives me no unea^T 
nefs. Her vivacity has hitherto prevented her 
application 5 but Ihe requires only to be fol- 
lowed a little, and to have proper opportuni- 
ties thrown in her way. I have remarked^ 
that flie has read feme books which had thus 
fallen into her hands ; they were, I acknow- 
ledge, rather amufmg thaa inftru£live : But we 
muft al>^ays begin with what is moft pleafing, 
and afcend gradually from pleafure to utility, 
What is your opinion, my dear Countefs, 
of this excellent parent i Is ihe not herfelf 
entitled to every compliment that is paid to 
the talents and graces of" her daughters ? She 
IS now beginning to reap the fruit of her ho- 
nourable labour, and I believe will receive a 
great reward. This lady with her youngcft 

daughter* 
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daughters went home from us three days ago 5 
but Mifs de Ferval ftill remains here. In con^ 
fequence of her mamma-s promife, that flic 
ihould fpend one feafon with me. The Mar- 
quis is not, I think, infenfiblc to fuch merit 
and accompHfhments ; and Mifs de Ferval, 
though with the utmoft modefty and referve, 
cannot conceal an emotion which his affidui- 
ties have occafioned. Her brother ftays with 
hen I cannot, my dear friend, help expref- 
fing my hopes, that you will have no reafdn 
to repent your brother's vifit to Varennes. 



L E T T E R CIV. 

From Miff de Ferval to her Mother. 

Farenmsj July i. 
A LTHOUGH two days only have elapfed 
J^ fince your departure, your abfence, my 
dear mamma, has fenfibly aiFefted me: I hope, 
however, you will keep your promife, and 
that nothing will happen to detain you above 
the fortnight. Madam de Narton's is a moft 
charming fituation; her acquaintance,! fbould 
think, would never require many invitations 
to return her vifits ; there time will glide away 
infenfibly. I iball be obliged to you to fei\d 

my 
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my guittar^ The Marquis de Rofelle has juft 
received from Paris a packet of novelties, 
and among them fome charming airs frbm the 
new operas. He is fo obliging as to accom-> 
pany me in fingipg them^ having a fine voice, 
and an admirable tafte. I endeavour to form 
my tafte from the inftru£lions which he has 
given me. His politenefs is beyond defcrip* 
tion i and his leflbns, which are in fad- little 
concerts, give great pleafure to Madam de 
Narton, who defires me to afTure you of her 
friendlhip. The Marquis prefents his refpeds 
to you, and my brother joins with rile in the 
moft affectionate fentiments. I embrace my 
lifters with the moft perfeft cordiality. 

L E T T E R CV. 

From Madam de Ferval to her Daughter. 
Fervaly July 2. 
T AM in doubt, my dear child, whether I 
■* fhall be able to return to Madam de Nar-» 
ton's fo foon as I propofed. Henrietta is ill ; 
(he found herfelf indifpofed yefterday, and has 
had a fever all the night ; but the Phyfician is 
in hopes it will not be attended with danger. 
r fincerely wiiQi it may not j but her recovery 
will require time and caution. Do not be 

uneafy ; 
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wteafy ; you may depend on hearing from mif 
as frequently as poffible. 

Adieu, dear girh I am fent for in hafte by 
your fiften I need not repeat the afiuranties 
•f my aiFediou to you. 

L E T T E R CVI. 
From Mifs de Ferval to her Mother. 

Varennesy July 3* 
'VT'OU have acquainted me, my dear 
mamma, with my fifter*s illnefs ; but 
why did you not fend orders that I might 
come, and (hare in the fatigue which it muft 
occafioh ? Were I not affured of your perfeft 
knowledge of my heart, I fliould be apprc- 
henfive that you thought mc either incapable 
or unworthy of ferving her. But I am per- 
fuaded to the contrary. Your parental affec- 
tion, which is not to be defcribed, would in- 
duce you to facrifice your own health to pre- 
ferve that of your children, I entreat that 
you will fend for me, Helena's conftitution, 
I am certain, will not permit her to break 
into the hours of reft, and the whole fatigue 
will confequently fall on you. This event, 
notwithftanding all the endeavours of Madam 
dc Narton and the Marquis to confole me^ 

givea 
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gfves me much affli£kioii. .It is, however^, 
fome alleviation to be in the company of thpfe- 
who are endowed with fo much fenfibility. 
My brother had refolved to fet out immedi- 
ately, but was prevented by the fervant, who 
fignified your requeft to the contrary. Whut, 
mamma, could be your inducement ? 
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Frcm Madam de Ferval ta her Sun nmt 

Daughter. 

Ferval^ July io» 
"VrOU need notj my dear children, be ua*- 
* der any furprize at the myftery of my 
laft letter. Henrietta's illnefs was themeafles^ 
and her iifter was feized with the fame difordec: 
in two days after. It would have been im*- 
prudent, therefore, to have fent for you ; and> 
as the air is ftill 'contagious, your departurr 
from Varennes had better be deferred for at 
leaft a fortnight or three weeks. Your fifters 
are both out of danger, but ftill keep their 
bed. Adieu. Refume your tranquillity, and* 
relieve the anxiety of Madam dc Narton. 

LET- 



• t «4 ] 

LETTER tVm. 
Prom Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam Jc 
Narton, 

V Paris, July 5. 

OU can hardly imagine, my dear friend, 
the pleafure I received from Madam de 
Fcrval's plan of education,which difclofes Na- 
ture and Reafon in all their fimpllcity. It is 
very different from that which is follovired here; 
but I think I can difcover the occafion of this 
•difference. Such an education as Madam de 
Ferval's children have received, requires ^ 
^onfiderable fund of virtue, tendernefs, dif- 
cretion, and goodnefs; and by fuch parents as 
poffefs thefe qualities, her plan will always be 
followed. But what can be expelled from 
women, whofe abilities are confined, or whofe 
hearts are infenfible to maternal affedion ? It 
is lefs difficult to order a girl to be filent, than 
to inftru£l her how and when to fpeak. I 
am of opinion, therefore, that this fault 
in education, which is fo greatly and ge* 
nerally injurious, proceeds from an in- 
difference in mothers, from whom it defcends 
to the daughters, and thus devolves from ge- 
neration to generation. Of this indifference, 
I take diflipation to be the original caufe. A 
modern lady pays little regard to her hulband, 

her 
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lier children, or her duty; becaufe her attea- 
tion is confined tofaerfelf an4hera|Bu(ements. 
How frequently, do we fee children^fpqiled 141 
their earlieft infancy by fuch mothers, who 
play with them^ afid treat them in the fame 
^ manner a$ they do t^ir ; dd}s ? Wb^n t|iele 
children grow uj:^ and reqiiife a.j^al tender* 
4ief$, aU;lqv6 is withdrawn .irop|tl)ei|i« They 
4:hen are. looked . uf^on a^ ^j^nfive inciua- 
bra^ceg -, and, i£ they kigB^n to he^ daughters^ 
«very diUpatch is.mad^ tip, marry them to the 
beft ^Avmtfiigh ^^ 9P* ^^J^ on,th^ ^pcouot 
may even retttiuu MyfiuprifBcattfiatftrengtb 
4ffsLtgumwtt which iw9. iifsHisLffid 4qr« Mifis de 
Ferval, waa equalled Qnl)r by the pleafuw 
which I received from, i(,. a^d your defcrip- 
4I011 of thQ dtfpofitiQQ^ and^^iRQelleiipies of thia 
aioiable girl \m s^n^finA iM impatient ior 
the ac«?ompl]Aua^nt of ojm< wi&iss. My bro* 
ther find^ the w^tsu^ pesfe^Iy agree ^i»tb hii^w 
The JQ^tmf wa3, indised^ a foctunate one* 
It is a r^ felicity,, my dear A^a^m, to have 
ftich a friend as you ; an4 op one caa pebbly 
liave a higher fenie of it than myfelC 
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FromMadam dc Narton toMadam de St.-Seycr, 

Varennes^ July ii. 
T Cannot help thinking, my dear Countcfs, 
* that in order to infpire the giddy train of 
youth with a difguft for intrieucs, it would be 
fuiEcient to fet' before them a reprefcntation 
cf pure aflfe^on. Such a pidure I hiave now 
before me; and it is impoffible not to be affect- 
ed with it. What moft of all charms me, is, 
the fituation of our two lovers, for fuch I muft 
now call them, who have no fufpicion of any 
fuch fen&tion. { verily believe that your 
brother has not had one thought of his being 
in love with Mifs de Ferval's and I am ftill 
more certain, that (he has^ never conftdered the 
Marquis as her captive. From this mutual 
ignorance a confidence has arifen, which» 
when they (hall become better acquainted with 
their emotions, will exift no more. I am 
highly plcafcd with this ftate of innocence, 
and have no wiib to undeceive them. By en* 
tering the drawing-room yefterday, however, 
I unexpededly interrupted them. They had 
fcarcely been a minute alone \ but, though I 
will ^ot venture tg aiBgn a reafon, the face 
^ ' 'of 
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of my youpg friend was immediately covered 
with bJufbcs, I have likewife obferyed in 
her, ever fince, an air of inc(uiptu4e^ which I 
bad never feen before; but I believe (he does 
no|t know I took notice of her cpnfufion* 
Her fitters have lately been ill with the 
meafles j and her concern at not being able 
to attend them, and relieve her mother's 
anxiety, was exquifite. But Madam de Fer- 
val prudently refolved not to . expofe her 
jdaughtcr or fon to the infefted air. I could 
fcarcely refrain from complimenting Mifs de 
Fcrval on fo fincere a defire to leave us,,during 
fo enchanting a period as that of a' growing 
paflion ; a paffion the ipore feduAive, as fhe is 
incpnfciom of i^^ Notching, I am fatisfied, 
will ever prevail qn l>er to negle<a her duty. 
Adieu, my dear Countefs; it grows late. 
The Marquis is no longer a valetudinarian. 
The waters of Bains are furely miraculous ! 
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From Mtfs de Ferval to htr Mother. 

Varennesy July ii. 

"^^^HAT a proof, mamma, of your tenr 

dernefs ! I could hardly have thought, 

after fuch encouraging meflages as we daily 

Fa ' receivedjj 
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received, that the illnefs of my fifters was 
dangerous. You were willing to concesd the 
danger from us, till it was over : But this, 
my deareft mother, was, indded, too much! 
I am not under the leaft apprehenfion of any 
contagion, and therefore intreat it of you, 
as a favour, thiat I may retu'rii home. My bro- 
ther, indeed, had better not be expofed fo 
early, but my prefence is abfolutely neceffary. 
I am ;<:ertain it is. But if you did but 
jjiow-r-if I dared — Do nbt refufe me this 
requeft. Our feparatibn hasf continued al- 
moft a foi'tnight, and I nfever wifhed to fee 
you with fuch earneftnefs ais I db ait pfefeiit!. 
Adieu, dear mamma; arid continue your 
regard to a daughter, whofe every wifh' is t6 

render herfelf worthy of fuch a pareht; 

•* - - . 

letter' CXI. 

From Mifs de Ferval to her Mother. 

VarenneSy July 12. 
TT is your defire, then, you have even laid 
your commands on me, that I fhould re- 
main here. You have affured me that you do 
juftice to my fentimentsi and have judged fo 
favourably of them, as to attribute to my af- 
fedtion the whole honour of my earneftnefs t6 

return 



.L E T T E R CXI- 69 

return home* I ^m fearful, however, left this 
elogium .fliould be unmerited— I bluih — 
I tremble — But confidence {hall not beconr- 
.qucred by ft^me and, timidity. To keep fi- 
lence with you now, would be dangerous, 
and perhaps criipinal. You alone are my 
.coirf^dentj on you, thcr^fore^I will repofemy- 
felf, as iiiy guide and comforter* With what 
earneftnefs do I wifh, my dear mother, that 
in your arms, on your bofom^ I could pour 
out my heart -^ I fall, at your feet I fall, and 
implore your ^iffiftance*— How great is the fe- 
cret with which I am now gping to entrufl: 
you.? — I fear —Yes, dear mamma — ^ Love ! — 
Emotions, ftrange apd unknown before, have 
agitated my foul. Hope, fear, pleafure^ ynea* 
fin^s, alternately. fucceed each other, and 
cv^ry idea is fixed on one obje£t. What a 
perturbation^ elevating to rapture, or de-« 
j>reiEng to defpair ! Two days only hav« 
paflcd fi|ice I firftfufpefted myfelf of fo danger- 
ous a weaknefs. How many trials have I alr^a-* 
dy experienced ; and what tears have. I ihed I 
Shall I name thecaufe ? Anaccident difcpvered 
it. By Madam de Nartoji's leaving the room, 
I was left with the Marquis alone, who ap- 
peared much afFe<St€d by the illnefs of xxiy 
lifters. On my expreffing my hope of being 
F 3 fent 
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ferit for that day, or the next at faitheft'; 
** Will you, faid the Marquis, leave us (6 ab- 
ruptly ? Your mamma has made an abfolute 
prdmife to Madam de Narton, that you (hould 
continue here the feafon — Befides, your 
fifters are not in danger— What can be your 
motive ?-^ Surely you will not go fo foon !"— 
While he fpoke thefc words, he feemed in 
agitation, dejeaion, and furprize — But, 
Ohi manrtma, had he perceived my emotion ! 
Madam de Narton, however, re-entering, 
gave me an opportunity to retire to niy cham- 
ber, where I reflefted on my extreme agita- 
tion, and endeavoured to difcover the bccafion 
of it.- What tears followed this reflection ! 
Here then was the ray of light which opened 
the receflSs of tny heart— And yet, can fo 
much emotion, fo much anxiety, proceed 
from a.fimple mark of politenefe and friehdr^ 
Ihip ? Is it not an humiliation to love, and to 
te the firft to entertain that pafEon^? — Can 
refpea be his motive for concealing his ? — 
Poffiblyi his efteem for me is the caufe ! — 
Efteem ! — Has he, then», penetrated my fen- 
timents ? — I flatter myfelf he has not. — My 
mofi ardent wifh is to conceal myblufhes from 
the eyes of all, but efpecially from his — Even 
if helbouW love me, if any thing in me has 

given 
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given him pleafure — But with what ami 
flattering myfelf ? No* I will not give way 
to fuch flattering ideas — The inferiority of 
my circumftances — • Had he been doom- 
ed to a lefs fortune I or had my ftation been 
more elevated ! —But what illufiona are thefe ! 
Forgive, dear mother, forgive thefe marks 
<^ weaknefs^ which I blufli at. — Nothing 
of what I write to you (hall ever be blotted 
out; my heart iQiall lie open to you, and 
you (hall be the fole judge of every dif- 
order in iti I am fubjed to weaknefs, but 
I have a friend who will teach me to triumph 
over it; a friend who is tender, prudent, and 
capable of affifting me ; who gave me birth> 
who formed my mind .to virtue, who has 
no wifli but for my happinefs, from whom 
I will never conceal a thought, and with, 
whom no objed of love fliall ever come in 
competition. I find myfelf already relieved 
by the confeffion I have made of my weaknefsk. 
I amftrengthened,! am tranquil, when I refleft 
that my mother is devoted to me, and that I 
(hall foon be with her. Recall me, tear me 
from hence, my honoured, my adorable pa- 
rent. I am impatient to embrace you, my deareft 
fillers ! Why have I been exempted fromthat 
rifque of life which you have undergone ! 

F 4 LET- 
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Frcm Madam de Ferval to her Dau^ter. 

Ferval, July 1^. 
^"LTES, dfeargirl! Ay titother is indeed thy 
fiiend i and them art v^rthy of her 
fiienAhip.. The confidence which you have 
placed in me hath ailcfted me- with pleaftire^, 
I had alinoft faid with gratitude : It is one of 
the greateft marks 6f fiHal tenderncfs. Hovi^ fin- 
cerdy do I pity 3rour fitoation ! I have ever fear- 
ed t^at dangerous gift with -which you have 
been endowed, yourfeiifibility. A heart fo 
fulceptible as yours requires the moft rigidvir- 
tue, and with fuch a virtue I haveendeavomred 
to infpire you. Ihaveno'apptehenfionsortthis 
head ;. my uneafinefsarifesfrom your inquie- 
tude^ with, which I cannot but reproach my- 
felf, becanfe Itnight both hav&ftrtfeen* and 
prevented it- The 'Marquis- de* RoftHe was 
born' to enjoy the love of a heart like yours : 
I ought-not,. thcrfeforc, to havcexpofedyou to 
b great a danger. Do not forget ^ that it is 
your' mother who is now accufingherfelf to 
you , It is your part to ftffifther to repair her 
faults. 

Be attentive. Vbu have already faid to 
yourfelf, I can have no hopes of efpoufing.the 

Marquis ', 
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Msrrquis ; to this the inferiority of my fortune 
is a fufficient obftacle. Such marriages are, 
indeed, very rare. Few facrifices are made^o 
metit alone, and virtue has nothing/edui^ive. 
A.deferviog girl may be efteemed, Qiq m«y.be 
pitied for her want of fortune, and her com- 
pany may perhaps be courted j but after all,ihe^ 
will feldom get a good Imiband. Confider how 
great muft be the Marqiits's afFecSlton for you, 
if, for your fake, he could think of facriilaing. 
all his brilliant hopes ? Can you flatter your- 
felf with fuch a thought ? You are no ftran- 
ger to his late paf&on for Leonora. Muft it 
not have exhaufted his heart of every fenfation 
of love? But fuppoflnghim not inc^)able*of 
that tender fentiment, can he be fo foon af- 
-feifted by a new objeS i That propofel, ia 
which your prejudices thought they diicovered 
a paffion, might refult only from politenefs^ 
-femiliarity, the love of agreeable company^or 
-from friendfhip. Youfeem already to have 
difcovered your miftake; 1 am glad of it. 
Thismiftake is common, cfpecially wtththofe 
who have been brought up in a feclufion from 
the vjorld, and whofc vanity has milled them. 
Love, indeed, might have drawn you into- 
it, had not reafon preferved you from it. 
Let us beware of flattery ; it is fafcr to yi^ld 

to- 
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to fear, than to rely loo much on hope. Vtt 
are at all times much nearer allied to misfor- 
tune than to happinefs. 

The health of your fitters will not permit 
me to fet out within lefs than four days for 
Vcrcourt, where I (hall exped to meet you. 
Do not,by any means, think of coming hitheTr, 
as the air cannot but ftill be infefted ; and fo 
abrupt a departure might difclofe that which) 
at prefent, it is beft you ihould feem not to 
know. This is the firft time I ever advifed you 
todiffimulation ^ but in this cafe it is not only 
lawful) but decency and honour render it 
neceflary. Be particularly cautious in your 
behaviour towards the Marquis, whom you 
* will do well to avoid, without feeming to 
avoid him. Appear neither to dread his pre- 
fence nor to court it, but endeavour to decline 
converfation with him, except in the view of 
Madam de Narton, on whofe greatnefs of fen^ 
timent I rely. Purfue that plan which forti^ 
tude infpires. Reflect:, that perhaps you may 
never again behold him who is now the ob- 
jed of your tendernefs ; and that he, per- 
haps, may never have another thought of 
you. Recall to your memory thofe days of 
happinefs which were fpent with me in fere- 
nity and liberty of heart j and forget not that 

we 
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we were born to militate with ourfclvcs, and 
to find peace in victory alone. Think of that 
multitude of errors to which love will expoio 
you. Confider that your duty commands 
ypu to forget a man, who was never intended 
to be your hufband ; and that nothing is 
wanting to complete your tranquillity while 
you are in the family of your mother ; while 
you enjoy the pleafures of innocence, bene- 
volence, and virtue. I perceive that your 
heart will be torn by fuch reflexions as thefc; 
but may they prevent your future life from 
being more embittered ! 

I have nothing to direSyou, with refpeX to 
your conduS; I only am fearful left your cm- 
barraflment Ihould caufe a difcovery. Endcar- 
vour to aiTume an air of gaiety, during your 
continuance at Madam de Nartbn's : I (haU 
be equally impatient as you till we meet in 
mutual embraces, to mingle our tears, and 
confole each other. Then you may give the 
laft touches to the reprefentation of yourdif- 
trcfs. I wifli to know no more than what 
you will tell me ; but I (hall even then know 
all. I am fenfible how much uneafinefs I have 
avoided, by infpiring you betimes with a love 
of virtue. I embrace you, my deareft girl, 
with the moft ardent affection. 

LET- 
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From Madam de Ferval to Madam de Nartoii* 

FervaU July 13. 
tVT" O U have obtained then. Madam, the 
fecret of my daughter's heart*. She is 
in love 5 fhe has acquainted me with her paf- 
fion ; but it is to myfelf alone the fault can be 
impute J^ She was ever fufceptible, and has 
had few opportunities of converfmg with 
men, efpecially with thofe of her own age. 
For once I have failed in tlie refolution I had 
made, never to fuffer a daughter to form 
connexions with any man, while there was 
an uncertainty that he would be her huf- 
band. The projefts you mentioned are the 
cffufions of a fincere friendfhip. If they can 
be brought about at all, my daughter's de- 
.parture will be no hindrance ; it will give 
you a better opportunity to obferve the i^n^ 
timents of the Marquis, I dare not, how- 
ever, hope fo much : It is my part to a£t as if 
no fuch wifh had ever arifc].. I am waiting till 
Helena has recovered ftrength enough, by the 
afli fiance of a litter, to accompany me to my 

♦ It appears from this paflage, that Madam cie Narton 
had communicated to Madam de Nerval her fufpicions, and 
|icr views in coniequence oi tbem> by fbme letter not in- 
cluded initials collection. 

little 
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little eftate at Vcrcourt. I intend to be there ' 
by Thurfday, and Ihall expeft to 'meet my 
cldeft daughter, whom I cannot think of ex- 
pofing to the contagious air of this place. One 
of the fervants is adually dead ; but I have 
been happy enough to conceal this event 
from her. You have manifefted great pr\h- 
dence, in fo induftrioufly keeping fmm her 
your fufpicioris. Continue, I intreat of you'i 
your care over her conduft 5 but do not ap- 
parently follow her.. Even with vulgar mindiK 
too clofe an infpeftion is ufeleft, and engages 
them to other nriethbds of deceit j but to cul- 
tivated minds it is highly pernicious. A girl 
of virtue and delicacy canpof but be offended 
if ihe todis herfelf obferved. It will be beff^ 
for the few day^ {he will rertiftin with you, to 
affift her fecrcdy in pfeventihg stny of thofe 
opportunities,' vt^hich are fo embarraifing to a 
young mind in love. If I ^ere to <*ntruft her 
to you f6r any longer period, I ftiould exhort 
her to difclofe her lentimenfs, and commit 
herfelf to you' as to her guide. From that con- 
fidence ffee has ever placed in yod, (He could 
Scarcely rcfufe it ; but modefty h tnote deli- 
cate than rea(fon. Adieu, desif Madam, yout 
regard to my daughter and to myfelf leaver 
me in perfeft tranquillity. 

LET- 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 
Sever. 

VarenneSy Jufy 15. 
T Confefs to you, my dear Countefs, that I 
"■" have not yet been able to inform myfeif, 
with any certainty, of your brother's fen- 
timents. Had I written to you yefterday 
morning, I fhould have told you, what has ap- 
peared to me certain for thefe eight days paft, 
that he was deeply in love with Mifs de Ferval* 
lie feemed uneafy except in her company; he 
was ever feeking her ; fhe was the only obje£l 
c^ his attention in our little excurfions, and 
her excellencies were the only topics of his 
converfation whenever he fpokc to mc.. In 
ihort, no doubt remained of his pailion ; it 
charmed me, and my fole endeavour was to 
find opportunities to cherifh it. Yefterday 
evening we agreed to take an airing as far as 
Bains, to enjoy the pleafures of the grove, 
which is rendered extremely agreeable by the 
refort of company. We had been there fe- 
deral times before ; but as Ferval was pre- 
engaged, our party at this time confifted only 
i>{ Mifs de Ferval, the Marquis,^ and myfeif. 

Every 
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Every thing paiTed very agreeably, and your 
brother, as ufual, addrefled many fprkely 
compliments to our young friend. Thus en- 
gaged, ive had been walking about a quarter 
of an hour, when a lady of .fome beauty, 
followed by her fervant-maid, pafled and re- 
pafled us feveral times. The Marquis did not 
at firft take notice of her ; but as foon as he 
had obferved her, he betrayed a vilible fur- 
prize, and feveral times changed colour. 
When this lady returned, he gazed on her ; 
ftill, however, ftriving to conceal his earneft- 
nefs ; and whenever he fpoke, it was with the 
greateft confufion. I therefore motioned our 
return home, and he followed us mechanic 
tally. At night I took an opportunity to a(k 
him, whether he knew the .lady? He blufh- 
ed, aiTured me he was not acquainted with 
any of the company now at the waters, and 
foon after withdrew, excufing himfelf as in- 
difpofed with the head-ach. Mifs de Ferval 
and myfelf rofe this morning at the ufual time^ 
but the Marquis had not left his room; I 
therefore fent to enquire how he did. He 
fent word he had had a very rcftlefs night, 
and that he defired leave to decline the waters 
for this morning. When he was rifen I a(k- 
ed him more particularly of his diforder ; he 

told 
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toM mc, he fufpcded the waters had not^thcir 
proper elFed, and that he had fome thoughts 
•of going to his apartments at Baina, and try* 
ing them for a few days at the fpring^ F^rvd 
^>ficred to accompany him> but the Marquis 
refiifed, uiiging.his relu&ance to put him ta 
^1 inconvenience, as hi$ lodgings were fmidl, 
aild would not, withoutgreat difficulty i admit 
of two perfons ; ho deftred,.thenefore» not to 
h^ prefled any further! oil that beside. .He is 
now gone out, leaving. us in.tfaegceaiteft^fbr* 
prize 'y Ferval is dif|^afod with htr ittfUfai % 
and poor Mifs de Ferval's afflictions which is 
not concealed from me,. ha3 givm -me' inex- 
preffibleuneafinefs. What an affliction, that I 
fhould be the inftrument of making this deas 
girl unhappy ! She endeavoured to be chear- 
ful at dinner, but her*gaiety was not natur;d%. 
The Marquis, who is- gone to lie at Bains^ 
is abfent, forrowful, and agitated^ But i 
will not venture to exprefs any fufpicions. I 
can fcarcely give way to them« Can it be 
poflible ? May Heaven prefcrve us from new 
{UFoubles ! 



LET- 
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]?r9ni ASfs de Ferval U bgr Msther^ 

Farennes^ July i6* 
T^EAREStT, tcndcreft mother, howii^eH- 
founded were your conjedures ! Ho^ 
great is my misfortune ! Send for me, I in- 
treat of you, fend for me, without a moment's 
delay. I die — The Marquis is unworthy — * 
And yet I love him--* He has fcen Leonora^ 
and his paffion is rekindled. He has left us* 
He is gone to Bains, where this creature now 
i§. How flow win time feem to move till we 
meet ! When in your arms, I will lament my 
unhappy weaknefs ! I thought, alas f I had 
entertained ho fentiment of hope. But, Oh ! 
my dearell mother. 



LETTER CXVL 
From Madam de Fervsil U ber Dauglhif, 

FiTvalj July i6« 

TJ*L Y, fly then to my arms ! your misfor- 

tune, my dear child, incrcafes my ten* 

dernefs. The objed of your afFedion is no 

longer worthy of it } but nothing more can be 

Vol., II, G known 
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known at prefent. All that is left for jovt^ 
is the mournful indulgence of fighs and tears. 
Thofe tears? I will wipe away. I will fet out 
a day fooi^cf than I propofed for Vcrrourt, 
where your fitters will r^oin us, and I fhall 
^xpeft you with the utnioft impatience.. 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de 

Saint- Sever. 

Varennesyjuly i6. 
TiyT Y fufpicions, dear Countefs, were but 
too well-founded ; the lady I fpoke of 
was no other than Leonora«. Ferval faw her 
this morning, but the Marquis was not with 
her. I cannot conceive how this unhappy 
creaturegot here, nor what could be the oc- 
cafion of her coming. I have not myfelf 
feen the Marquis to-day, but Ferval met 
him this morning at the Wells; and he ap- 
peared greatly cmbarraffed. Ferval, however, 
mentioned nothing of any difcovery, but 
only ajQced whether we ihould not fee him 
foon : To which the Marquis replied, that 
he did not think he ihould be able to come 

hither 
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hither to-daf ;-but that, if he poffibly could^ 
he would certainly wait on us to-morrow. 

Mifs de Ferval has this moment left us, 
her mother having requefted her departure, 
which, notwithftanding the pleafure I r&* 
ceived from her company, perfedUy charmed 
me; although her efforts to conceal her 
grief^ as they muft certainly have redoubled 
it, inCreafed my pity for her* What re- 
proaches have I not to make to myfelf ! and 
how eafily was I perfuaded to believe what I 
wiihed ! what a fource of uneaflnefs will this 
relapfe, for fuch I fear it is, be to us all I 
even to the Marquis himfelf ? Adieu, my dear 
Countefs. Arm yourfelf with refolution. 



LETTER CXVIII. 

Fr%m Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam de 
Narton. 

Paris^ July 19. 
T7t7HAT areverfe, my dear friend — I 
can fupport it no longer. Can my bro- 
ther be really fo weak! and that to fo con- 
temptible a degree ! I tremble— I am all in 
tears —But I conjure you not to abandon him; 
by our friendflup I conjure you, have pity on 
G % his 
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hfe» ywiA. I fbrefew that our trouWcswourdf 

Hicrczkj as foon as I received your letter.. I . 

frtfume Leonora had obtained information of 

my brother*^ journey, and that, relying on j 

Jfcr afcendant over him,ihc feiaed this oppor- 

fftiftity of meetings vfith him. Keep me not^. 

Ibcgofyou, in^ ignorance of any thing. Do 

ix>t regard' my weakncfs. Fear always- magni- 

fes every objedtj let nothing then be QCn^ 

oealied from me, whatever uneafmefs it may 

occaiion me. Your friendfliip, my worthy 

friend, is my greateft relief. It will coftyou 

much trouble, but I will not be ungrateful- 
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Irom MadiutL de Nartoa-f0 Madam de Saint 
Sever. 

VarenneSy July i8, 
"C^VERY thing, my dear Countefs, that 
"^ 6ccurs here, is an anigma, and will exer- 
leiTe our pallions till we obtain the ibkitiom 
I would iwrtlHngly conceal my perplexity from 
you ; bot left- your imagihation fbould out-ruA* 
everslfi, I will venture to acquaint you with dl 
that I knew, whether it be the barWnger of 
hiDpe or ftar,. Yefterday' eveniiig the M*^^ 

"qiais 
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fjuis i-etumed tiither^ and told me, with great 
politeneis, that he found the waters in bo dor 
gree better at tiieWetls than atipjhou&p an^ 
that he thought them much lefs s^r^eahk. f. 
congratulated him ; we were both diverged bgr 
his fcrupuloufaefs about the waters, and hie 
told me, he began to think himt^lf a coiiintei:- 
part to the Imaginary Patient. In a few mo- 
ments I perceived he was greatly agitated bf 
;|bme inward emotion, and in a ftate of iofenr- 
fibility to every extomai obje^. At laft, be 
aiked me, whether Mifs de Ferval was gon^ 
out ? Mifsde Ferval, replied I, was feot foe, 
.and has been gone thefe two days. She is now 
jat Vercourt with her mamma and her fifters^ 
The Marquis was motionlefs, ?— And is Fer- 
val gone, too ?— Yes, he followed his fifters^ 
4»ut as he left me alone, and as hjs jouraey 
would not exceed two leagues, he promife4 
fo return this evening. The Marquis then 
propofed to go and meet him, aod I accepted 
the offer. As foon as he perceived Ferval^ 
he ran to embrace him ', and immediately en^ 
quired after the health of his fifters. Ferval 
told him they were much better, and that in 
a few days they would be quite reQPY^ed. 
For what purpofe, then, iaid the Marquisit 
fm^i MUs de Feryal poffibly be fent for? 
G 3 Upon 
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Upon my word. Marquis, I am not in th'c 
fecret; I have received no explanation of the 
motives of my mother's condud. My two 
other fifters have fupported their journey ex- 
tremely well; but, though we were kept in 
ignorance, their illnefs has been very conta- 
gious. Even that siir they have brought with 
them is terrible 5 for my pldeft fiftcr is dejeded* 
and altered much for the worfe. And if we 
ihould be fo unhappy —At thefe words, which 
affe&ed me in a very fenfible manner, the Mar- 
quis grew pale, I aiked Ferval, what her ill- 
nefs was. He told me, Cbe had fcarcely eaten 
any thing for two days i that fhe kept heir 
room ; and that Madam de Ferval was con- 
ftantly with her. 

As foon as the Marquis heard this melan- 
choly news, he appeared much aiFe£bed. He 
afterwards came and made a propofal to Fer- 
val, to go with him to-morrow to pay a vifit, 
which, though he never thought of it before, 
he recolle6ted was owing to Madam de Ferval. 
Ferval reprefented to him, that though this 
vifit would be as agreeable as it would be 
honourable to his mother, yet the embarraflf- 
ment which the late fcene of illnefs had 
thrown her into, might poffibly induce her to 
wiih that he would delay the favour for a few 
V days. 
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. 49ays. But tlie Marquis Lnftfting that it was 

. ^bfolutely neceflary to know how Mifs de 

Ferval did> I propofed to fend the next morn- 
ing to Vercourt, and, iffhefhould be better^ 
to go thither in the afternoon. To this the 
Marquis agreed, and feemed much relieved. 
I was juft coming away to write to you> 
when a fort of chamber-maid, who came from 
Bains, deiired to fpeak to the Marquis, and 
delivered a letter 5 he withdrew immediately) 
with great precipitation, to read it ; and I 
am told he is now employed in writing an 
^ ^ anfwer. Surely this is not fome new finefi« 

^^ rf Leonora ; if it is, what an influence muft 
: k^ fhe ftill retain over him ? I faid before, every 

c^^'^' thing is an aenigma. I have not fpoke a fylla- 
.ble, however, to the Marquis on this head, 
cl^ and will by no means introduce it. 

^^ Depend on it, my dear friend, I will com- 

I Fcf' municate to you every circumftance I know 5 
^ and do you rely upon my opennefs equally a^ 
cfo^ on my friendibip* 

lid ^ 
irraf 

d»V 
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LETTER CXX. 
Fr9m Leonora to the Marjttis. 

Bains^ July i8, 
XrOXJ fliun mc, my dear Marquis, I ant 
odious to you, I fee it, and I am in def- 
pair. Am I then fo culpable? Have I betrayed 
you ? Letters, purchafed as bafely as they 
were fold, are the caufe, the only caufe, of 
your hatred to me. Had I been lefs open, 
could I not have difavowed thepi i Could I 
:^ot, at leaft, have induced you to fufpe^ 
that they werq counterfeited ? It is poffible I . 
l^ad an afcendant over you fufficient to have 
accompU0ied this end. But I did not attempt 
1%. I deteft falfity. Deign, therefore, at leaft^^ 
to hear me. Confider to whom they were ^d* 
drefled. To Juliet, that unhappy girl, whofe. 
terrible death difcovers but too plainly her 
mode of life. My misfortunes had thrown 
me into a connexion with her, which I could 
Xiever break through. Is not gratitude the firft 
of duties ? Juliet had affifted me, and I {hall 
never forget it. Mifcondud does not necefla* 
rily exclude generofity. This girl had honeft 
principles, and I will never blufh to fay flie 
was my friend : But a dreadful event has 
fnatched her from me^ and (he is now no 

more. 



LETTER CXX. 89 

more. It was with juftice (he had incurred 
the anger of him, by whom (he was io cruelly 
puni(hed« I knew it, faut yet ftill I loved 
her. It was neceflfary for me to affimilate my 
tafte to hers. She would never have pardoned- 
me, if I had concealed from her my amour, 
and my expedations from it. Had I made 
ufe of any expreffions, which had flowed ia 
reality from my heart, it would have been 
only to have mortified her. To preferve her 
firiendfhip, it was neceflary I (hould appear to 
her in the fame light as (he appeared to me. 
Would virtue itfelf exclude a complaifance 
fo nece(rary to fociety, and whofefource is in 
humanity ? Yet by fuch caufes our rupture has 
been produced. I have no views of renew- 
ing your attachn>ent to me : I have too great 
a regard for your rank and name, to afpire to 
that honour, of which you once made me the 
oflFer. My only intention is, to vindicate my- 
felf ; and. though ypu (houjd no longer con-» 
tinue your love, I would wi(h to have your 
cfteem, or at leaft your pity. Why were you 
fo cruel yefterday as not to vouchfafe me a 
hearing? What a puni(hment to that heart 
in which you alone ftil} reigp ! But, alas^ 
^batbavelfaid? Adii^u. 

LET- 
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From the Marquis to Leonora, 

Farenffffi July 1 8. 
T^L ATTER yourfelf tio longer with the 
hopes of reducing me. My eyes are at 
laft open. You alone were able to detach nme 
from yourfelf, and ypii have done it. You 
once, I acknq^ledge^ was dear to me ; and 
my tendernefs is n^t utterly extinguj&ed. 
Send me an account, therefore, of your real 
circumftances. |f you are in indigence, I will 
not abandon you without relief; but if you 
do not want my affiftance, ceafe, I pray you, 
writing any further to me. I fincerely wilh 
you the enjoyment of every happinefs. I bear 
not the leaft hatred to you ; and if you were 
to become worthy, I could even efteem you# 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saintr 
Sever. 

Vannnesy yuly2^. 
T3ESUME your tranquillity, my dear 
•^^ Countefs, and reft fatisfied. Your bro-r 
ther, who is the moft amiable, the moft ho* 
nouraWe gf men, has difclofcd fvcry thing 

to 
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to m«, and has explained every particular of 
acondufl: which has been fo ambiguous. I will 
relate what he faid, which will doubtlefs give 
the fame pleafure to you as it did to me. He 
firft acquainted me that Leonora was at Bains i 
that it was {he whom we faw there about ten 
days fince ; and that the fight of her had caufed 
an emotion which he could not controul. I 
once, faid he, paffionately loved her 5 and the 
objeft of fuch a love can never be totally in- 
different to an honeft heart : We may hate, 
we may defpifc, but it will ftill occupy our 
thoughts. You could not but obferve the dif- 
ordcr into which I was thrown ; and I no 
fooner perceived her, than I conceived a de- 
fire to fpeak to her. 1 had no intentions, 
however, of renewing my connexion with 
her 5 I had not the leaft thought of fo bafe a 
defign: But from an impulfe equally violent and 
inexplicable, I wiftied to know how fhe could 
venture again to fee me, and how flie could 
pofEbly juftify herfelf. Willing to know the 
adventure which had brought her thither, I 
refolved to fee her 5 and, left a public meeting 
might have received an unfavourable con- 
ftruftion, I chofe to fpeak to her in private, 
I had fome difficulty, however, to find an 
^xcufe, to affign as th^ motive for my depar- 
ture ; 
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tunc ; and the fi^t of Ferval, next day, ga^re 
xzie frefh uneafmefs. He will certainly, thought 
I, fee Leonora, he will xccollcS her, and will 
talk publickly of her. Had I not caufe, Ma- 
4am, for this anxiety? —Your conjectures 
were well founded* The news which we re- 
ceived of you Qccaiioned much ailidion. — 

How hunjiliatiag tome is the reoaenjbrance 
of fucb an incident ! However, I will acknow^ 
ledgeevery thixig,and, by tbisconfcffion, clear 
jnyfelf even of the appearance of guilt, I faw 
Leonora at the fpring ; we met there, and I 
flopped. She fat down clofe by me, and prcr 
tended not to. fee me ; but when ihe turned 
her head, our eyes met each other. Unem- 
barraffed by my indifference, flie affumed an 
air of confidence mixed with haughtinefs, I 
kept her there, with an appearance of difdain, 
and without fpeaking. She at laft broke fi- 
lence, and a(ked me, in a tone of irony, 
whether my anger ftill continued ? Her bold- 
nefs o^ended me, and I rofe up ; But Ihe fol- 
lowed me with an air of fondnefe, whicb 
happily is no longer capable of feducing me^ 
At length. Madam, conceiving againft her ^ 
difguft worfe than hatred; I left her, 
went home, and refle&ed on my former 
blindwift And on my h^pjpuieis in efcar 



LETTER CXXir. gj 

efcapfaig ruin* Here I was interrupted hf 
this wretched girl hcrfelf, who abruptly en- 
tered the chamber. As I had never remaiic-' 
ed in her any tendency to impudence, I ac- 
knowledge that I was furprized. I thought I 
could perceive, from the meanne&of her ap- 
parel, that fhe was in indigence, and from 
die alteFarion of her features, that fhe wa® 
not in health* This idea ftified every fen-* 
timent except that of pity, which alone yet 
remains; for, I confefs, my commiferatioiy 
for her is ftronger than it would be for any 
other perfon in the fasne circumftances. I 
defired her to withdraw ; but ihe feized my 
- band with the greateft eagernefs, and melted 
into tears. I was afiedied, and (be difcovered 
my emotion. However, I at laft prevailed on 
ber to depart, though with a full refolution to 
relieve her if flie was really in want. Per-- 
baps (he has conceived fome flattering expec- 
tations from that compaffion which I could- 
not conceal : I will fliew you a letter which 
I- have received from her, fince my return ta 
this place— Here your brother put it into my 
bands. I think nothing can poffibly exceed 
this creature's addrefs i but the Marquis's an- 
fwer to it, which is equally filled with huma^ 
nity and dignity, gave me the greateft fatis- 

fa£lion» 
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fiidtion. Hereupon I exprcfled to him the fen- 
fibility and pleafure with which his confi- 
dence and firmnefs alFeded me ; and even 
commended his pity for Leonora, fince Na- 
ture hath implanted in every one a fenfation 
of benevolence, which is to be exercifcd to- 
wards alL . If there be any means forcible 
enough in themfclves to reclaim from wicked- 
ncfs, they muft be the favours of generofity,- 
which returns good for evil j while fevcrity, 
which is often revenge under the cloak of 
juftice, confirms iniquity, hy producing a 
hatred of mankind. I acknowledged to the 
MarquiS) that his condud had given me confi- 
derable uneafinefs. Yet, faid he, that very un- 
eafinefs I would have given any thing to have 
prevented -, and I forefaw it from the moment 
I met Ferval. Pray, faid he tc^ me with great 
carneftnefs, does Mifs de Ferval know any 
thing of Leonora's being at Bains ? — On my 
anfwering him in the aiErmative, he could not 
conceal his emotion ; but when he had reco- 
vered himfelf he proceeded in this manner. Her 
brother. Madam, is the beft of friends ; He 
wants only a little more difcretion. If my Af- 
ter fhould come to any knowledge of this af- 
fair — I defired him not to be under any appre- 
henfions, as the refult from the adventure 

could 
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could iiot fail of doing him great honour.— 
Alas ! faid he, what opinion will be formed of 
iiie by thofe who are unacquainted with the 
circumftances ? In what light fliall I appear 
to Mifs de Ferval ? I Ihall not be eafy till {h€ 
h undeceived. My honour is interefted. 

At this moment a meffenger arrived to ac-^ 
quaint me, that Mifs de Ferval had been 
flightly indifpofed, and fiill continued fo ; 
but that her fifters were perfe<ftly recovered. 

Here the Marquis reminded me of the vifit 
which I had propofed ; and he is now gone to 
drefs. I have taken the opportunity of his 
abfence, my dear Countefs, to relieve your 
inquietude, and re-eftablifh the Marquis in 
your efteem. He has requefted me to affure 
you of his entire friendlhip j of mine it is 
unneceffary to fay any thing. 



LETTER CXXIIL 
From Mr. de St, Sever to Madam de Narton. 

Paris^ July 24. 
VXT'HAT ! does our giddy headed Marquis 

think to throw us into a new fcenc of 
confufion ? But Til flop his career. Between 
you and I, I'll have a private meeting of all 
our relations, and he fhall abfolutely be dif- 
awned \ for we are not— you underftand me. 

Nay, 
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Nay, I believe this would have been done be* 
fore, if it had not been for Madam de St. Sever^ 
who is better than good. She fpends her whole 
time in tears and lamentations, and is ever 
conjuring me to take no fteps without con- 
fuitingyou. Does ihe think I am ignorant of 
your fcntiments, the refult of fo much good 
fenfe and penetration ? But we cannot tell 
every thought which pafles in your mind. May 
not this be her reafon ! — I was going, how- 
ever, to give you the hiftory of this fame Leo- 
nora, fince the Marquis has quitted her. Bizac 
—-you recoUeft Bizac that was mentioned in 
her letters j fhe has herfelf been duped by him* 
This would-be Nobleman has turned out a 
mere fliarper. They lived together for a 
month or two, every thing went on extremely 
well, and quite to fatisfa6tion', till one fatal 
day, when the gentleman packed up the 
toilet and fome other things, and has never 
been heard of fince. . You ate to obfcrve, by 
the way, that Bizac had contrived to fell off 
the furniture by little and little, to leffcn 
the charge of removal. Poor Leonora was 
now ftripped of every thing, her goods, her 
money, even to her very fhift — Nay, flic 
had not even a fliift left. What is now to be 
done ? faid flic. I will try my fortune at Bains. 

The 
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The Marquis is good-natured, and ia not 
overburthened with prudence ; I will renew 
my acquaintance with him, and fee whether 
I can make any thing from that quarter. Shit 
now fets off for Bains, with Juliet's mo±er. 
This Juliet has been (tabbed and fufFocated 
by her old jealous lover, who had pretty good 
proof that ihe had not confined her favours to 
him: But this affair was huihed up. All 
that is certain is, ihe died at his apartment 
about three weeks ago. Her mother, who 
is poor, old, and ugly, hath enlifted herfelf 
under Leonora's banner, and pafTes for her 
woman. Such is the hiilory of this creature* 
In compliance with my wife's delire, who 
has prevented me from writing to her l>xother 
as I intended, I (ball take no meafure till I 
xeceive your aofwer. Much refolution is re- 
quired in this cafe. Leave it to me, and yoti 
(hall be fatisfied. An old foldier, as I aro^ 
is not ignorant of the value of the prefent 
moment J but Madam de Saint-Sever's delays 
and delicacies are quite out of place. No 
credit was ever given tome.— Adieu, Ma-» 
dam ; be afTured Qf my refjpe^t. 



Vot.ir. H LBT^ 
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From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam ic 
Nartan* 

Parisy July 27/ 
*W Have this moment, my dear friend, received 
your letter, which has baniihed every fear, 
and reftored me to life and gladnefs. What % 
happihefs, that I engaged Mr. de* Saint-Sever 
toconfult you before he proceeded any further? 
I beg you will conceai his intentions from my 
brother, of whom I fear Mifs de Fenral hath: 
Conceived fome difadvantageous ideas, which, 
however, I truft you Will efface. I intreat of 
you, to negleft nothing that may tend to the 
accompliftiment of our wiflies, I fincefcly em- 
brace my brother; and be aiTured of my cor- 
dial affeclibn for you. Let me know every 
circuniftance that paffes, I conjure you. 
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JFrom Madamlie Narton to Madam de Saint- 
Sever: 

VarenneSj Aug. 6. 

I Have nothing new to communicate to you^ 
my dear Countefs, cgccept that every thing 

continues. 
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.tl)i^inijies happy ^ agreeable. Hoyrfortii* 
jti^tje it was that your brother knew nothing 
9f Mr. de Saint-Sever's intentions ! I return 
I him thanks for ,confuIting me, and intre^t 

, ^im to rfly wholly on me for what is neceflary 

to be d9ne* Arf^l^ .^^7^ ^S9 ;^^ P^\4 ^^^ 
vifit,^ lyhic^ I informed you of> to Madam de 
J^cprji^L TJ^ agitation of the Marquis, who 
was. at once aJ^efted with joy, anxiety, and 
impatience, gave me the greateft pleafure. 
We found Madam de Ferval and her two 
youngetr daiighters, who received us with 
their ufual gracefulnefs and complaifance, 
Qf^d behaved very politely to the Marquis ; 
^notwithftanding which,! remarked in Madam 
,de;Fervalacoldnefs towards him, which, as 
,lie could not but perceive it, greatly embar- 
^ raffed him : And the abfence of Mifs de Ferval 
cpipnpleted his affliction. I enquired after her, 
^nd ai)s;ed whether we fhoiild not fee her ? $^e 
I Jbas heeiii out of order, replied her mother, 

i the .whple day, and is now gone to lie dpwn, 

otherwife fhe wpuld have been very glad to 
have/een you. But, faid I, may we not wake 
her? The Marquis, who was greatly ,4ifc9n- 
certed, came and whifpered me. You are un- 
der no neceffity. Madam, of going away fo ' 
early. May yye not ftay till Mifs de Ferval 
H 2 wakes ? 
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wakes ? I replied, that I would wait his pfdt- 
lure. We continued our vifit till eight in th« 
evening, though Madam de Ferval did n6t 
once requeft us to ftay ; an omiffion fhe would 
not have been guilty of, had it not been for 
fome private resfon, which it is not difficult 
tp gucfs. That I might not throw the Marquis 
into any confufion, I made a fignal to him for 
departure ; but he feemed to decliiie it. I faid 
to Madam de Ferval, Mifs wilt not wake 
time enough to let usr fee her. She replied, I 
do not think {he will rife fo late as this, as ihe 
is in bed. Pardon me, mamma, faid Henrietta, 
fhe is not in bed— You are miftaken, child, 
your fifter is in bed, and Madam de Narton 
will very readily excufe her. Henrietta was in 
blufhes. To prevent, therefore, any further 
•mbarralTment, I rofe up, and we came away 
accompanied by Ferval. The Marquis did 
not fpeak a fyllable while we were returning ; 
and when we came home, he retired to his 
chamber, where he pafTed the reft of the even- 
ing, without coming to fupper. The next 
day was employed in a folttary walk, and he 
appeared only at dinner, where his drftra£tion 
hardly permitted him to know I was prefcnt. 
At length, after he had paffed three days in 
fits manner, we met together one morning; 

when. 
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"when, after » few minuter filence^ be took 
me by tbehand, and faid, with an air of confi- 
dence and friendibip that was irrefiftible, (hall 
I obtain^your pardon, Madam, for being a fe- 
cund time in love ? or will you not take me 
for a madman? Whence, faid I, can you 
have fuch apprehenfions, iftheobje<ftofyour 
love is worthy of it? Worthy ^f it, faid he: 
Alas ! I fear I am the unworthy objeift. After 
fo much noif<^ as my fooliih amour has made 
in the world, Ipught to bid adieu to all .ten- 
derneis, and I ba^e «yeo prpmifed as mucb« 
As love was become odious to me, I had re« 
iplved never to think of marriage, and I had 
even communicated my refolutions to fome 
friends^ and to my J>rother-in«law himielf^ 
whom I afliired that I fliould never marry, 
and that I would confider his children a» 
iny pwn. 

And what was his Anfwer ? >— He took k 
injeft, and told. me, be hoped tbattUs fancy 
would go oiF, and that be fmcerely wi&cs 
fo. But we need nojt at prefent dwell on this 
head, as I am fatisfied nothing would give 
bim greater pleafure than to fee me happily 
married. My own cha^-after is in queftion. 
I confefs. Madam, after having fo long en- 
l^roifed converfition, and after fo public a, 
H 3 renun* 
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renunciation of* love, I arii fearful l^ft that 
inftance of it, which I now entertain, fhould 
be treated as a wea'kxfefs. My choice, how- 
ever,* encouraged me to hope otherwift 5 for, 
believe me, nothing Ie& than the virtues^ 
the charms, and the merit of Mtfs de Fervalj 
could have drawn from me ah acknowledge- 
ment which, in any qafe but hers, I ihfould 
have regarded as the fibvereft mortificatiom 
You are fehfible how much (he defer^es the 
afFe£Uonofa;v^orthymari: ladorehef, and 
can no longer conceal m^ piSoh from myfelf 
or you. At firft, indeed, I i^Sts ttiiftittn In 
tic fentitnent^ I entertained fbf her^ And (fb 
great was my difguft to that pslffiori, which h^d 
been fo unfortunate to me,) hid I fufpefftfedi 
I could again have yldded tb Ib^e^ I 
wbuld have baniflied myfelf ffdhi her piie-, 
fence. To fpeak the truth, I had cohefeJvcd 
z ver^ great dlflike to Womefi in gerieW, 
After nijr riiptiire virith Leonora j I was iritra- 
duced into what was called better company j 
but it appeared to me in fo contemptible a light, 
that, judging of the whole fcx from thofe I 
faw, I thought womeri iri general could not 
be fufficiently defpifed. It wis after this dif- 
guftj and the uneafinefs which my amours 
ymth Leonora hU given rife to, that I made 

my 
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ttkf refolinion, which^ as } have tdd you, I 
imparted to all my acquaintance, by Ibtne of 
whom it was approved. Otters blaoied it, 
by arguments taken fron^ the convenience of 
marriage ; and tbefe told oie, that love wa^ 
no way necefiary for making it reafonable or 
decern. A tbir4 party, aiiioiig whom was 
Mr. de SainC*Sev^r, turood it into ridicule^ 
and told me, that fuel) vowsihould never be 
made by a heart ib fufcepf ible as mine. Theie 
I was moft offended with, sind, therefore, 
made it a capital ppint with myfelf to manifeft 
•the fteadinefs q{ my refolution. I was in this 
.fituation when I firft frame to your houfe, 
-where I miftook that pleafure which I found 
in the company of Mifs de Ferval as a happy 
j-eturn to liberty ; my attachment I regarded 
as friendibip and confidence ; ^nd I conildered 
'her only as a companion^ When I returned 
•fromBains, and didnot find her here, I firft per- 
ceived how neceiTary fixe was to me ; and ever 
fince we were at Madam de Ferval's, I have 
. been ienfible thatflie alone can make me hap* 
py. A falfe fhame, perhaps ; fentiments to 
be difcovered, which I had never fufpciSled ^ 
the fight of love in all its charms^ after hav- 
ing viewed it under the afpe£l: of terror ; the 
thought of marriage, of which I d^tefted the 
H 4 idea, 
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4dea, and which is now become the objed of 
every defire j all this variety of imagination 
hath abforbed me for thefe three days paft; 
till at laft I decided in favour of the merit, 
the virtue, and accompli(hments of Mifs de 
Ferval. I know not whether it be love which 
now impells me to fpeak; but were I to 
hefltate longer, I ihould be culpable. 

You would, indeed, my dear Marquis, faid 
I, to refift the united charms of virtue and 
beauty. Do not qppofe a fentiment which will 
not only make you happy, but give pleafure 
to every one who is interefted in your welfare. 
That falfc ihame which you experienced, 
&r it is a falfe one, is the only weaknefs I re- 
proach yoii with. Such an unibn will infalli* 
bly fulfill every wifh of your fitter and ^Ir. 
de Saint-Sever : I am certain of it, from their 
greatnefs of foul and their attachment to you. 
Such of your acquaintance as are rational and 
virtuous, will fpeak of you as of a man re- 
ftored from ficknefs to health. He was form- 
ing, they will fay, the moft unhappy, projeils,. 
at the moft dangerous crifis, when Love be- 
came the inftrument of Reafon, to light him 
in his way, and condudi: him to happinefs. If 
^ou are condemned only by the immoral part 
of mankind, you will receive facisfadion from 

their. 
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their difapprobation, byrefledling, that your 
choice hath produced a new diiFerence with 
them. I am not at all furprized at the difguft 
you conceived againft us, though, perhaps, it 
had not a foundation. Leonora, and thofe other 
women whom you had feen, thanks to Heaven, 
are by no means a fample of the whole fex ; « 
unhappily, on the other hand, every woman 
is not a Mifs de FervaL Among men, as well 
as among us, fome are virtuous and fome vi« 
cious } we are not, therefttje, to judge of the 
whole by a part. Your fim paffion was un- 
fortunate and difgraceful, becaufe the ohjcSt 
of it was unworthy and contemptible. Your 
prefent choice will, in the eyes of the public, 
repair thofe injuries you have done yourfelf ; 
and when, they fhall fee your love for Mifs 
de Ferval, they will never recoHcS your 
pailion for Leonora. In the opinion of every 
honeft man, this laft choice will be as honour- 
able to you, as the former was degrading. Your 
heart is neverthelefs the fame* You cannot 
conceive for this adorable girl fentiments more 
noble or more virtuous than thofe which you 
had for Leonora, at that period of time when 
you would have married her. This (hews the 
importance of making a proper choice. It is 
not the fenfation of love which is criminal ; 

this 
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this was one of the fineft gifts of nature, and 
in a great foul it may become the fource of the 
greateft and moft virtuous adtions, provided 
the objeft be worthy of it. If, on the other 
hand, it be unworthy, the fame paffion will 
become a fource of vices, and will be pro- 
duftive -of the bafeft and moft difhonoiirabld 
aftions, and even of defpair. But you Will en- 
joy that purity of happinefs, the fatisfafiion of 
all your friends, and poffefs that inexpreffl- 
ble charm which Mifs de Ferval will diffufe 
over your whole life. Oh ! riiy dear Marquis, 
what a'felicity muft it be, to receive the ap- 
plaufe of every fenfible he&rt ! for, whatever 
pleafures love may procure for us, I caniiot 
help regarding the public approbation as ne-' 
ceffary to that inward fatisfadiion, withoiit 
which fome degree of bitternefs will always 
remain; and it muft certainly be very difa- 
greeable to be perpetually obliged to vindicate 
our conduft, without a hope of forgivenefs. 
Every happinefs will be centered in you. Mife 
de Ferval, in point of fortune, indeed — 

I feel already, faid he interrupting me, the 
greateft fatisfaflion. How happier ftill Ihduld 
i be to become fo far the bbjefl: of her affec- 
tions, that no reluftance may arife on her 
part to what woul^ be the completion of my 
^ifhes^ You 
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Yoti need not, faid I, be under any ap- 
pTthtiifion. Thstt raifk and fortune which 
you will beftow on her, however brilliant arid 
^nexp?efted, flie Vill not confidcr as anyhtt- 
miliation. As fhtf is a ftranger to every emo- 
tion of pride, they will produce in her that 
fenfation only, which is fo pleafing to a( deli- 
cate mind, thefenfation of gratitude. 

Alas f faid he, ho one can be more fenfi* 
\y\e of the value of her intelledual qualities 
Aan myfelf. But will fbe not defpife me? 
I fear fhe will. Fortune and its advantages 
#ill be of little weight with her; and from 
ihy former errors, added to this laft adven- 
tftte, the circumftances of which fhe do€^ 
riot knbtf, it is pdffible I taay appear un- 
worthy 6f uniting my welfare with hers- 
Ydii can Icarcely conceive the uneafinefs 
tliis teRcBtwri has given me, or how great 
i^ould be my defpair if I flibiild be fo con- 
temptible to her. 

Take courage, Marquis. You feem to diftruft 
yourfeir. Will yoii not, however, confide 
in another ? Will you not entruft me with the 
negociation ? He thanked me, and faid he 
found my mediation was become neceflary; but 
that it was with much regret he refigned the 
pleafure of informing Mifs de Ferval, in his 

owa. 
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own perfon of his zSeCtion for hen I told 
him, I would iirft communicate this nuit^ 
to Madam de Ferval. 

Alas ! faid he, this method is decent,! allow; 
but it is neither delicate nor natural, I love, 
and wilh tp be loved : Were the affe&ion not 
reciprocal, the confideration that I had been 
the means of making this amiable giil unhap* 
P7, by a compliance with what was difa^ee- 
able to her, would drive me to defpair. Do 
not, replied I, entertain any fuch thoughts of 
Madam de Ferval, who could |iever have in- 
Ipired fo much virtue and dignity of feptiment 
into her daughters, had ibe not poiTefied them 
berfelf* The choice of a hufband, I will an- 
fiver for it, will remain in their own breaft : 
Their excellent mother would, by prudence 
of management, prevent an imjKOper mar- 
riage ; but» be afiured, ihe will never compel 
them to accept any man whom they do not 
^approve. 

At laft, my dear Countefs, he committed 
to me his deareil and moft important interefts. 
Accordingly, I lojdnot a moment of time, but 
wrote immediately to Madam de Ferval,whoin 
I intend to fee to-morrow, and whofe anfwer 
I have received, which, together with my own 
Jjetter, I have inclofed* The Marquis, who 

I belinrf 
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I believe intends writing to you, has deiired 
me to impart the fubftance of our converfa^ 
tion. Adieu. 



LETTER CXXVI. 
Fr^m the Marquis to Madam de Saint-Sever* 

Varenmsj Aug. 6, 
"VT O U have, I prelumc, my deareft fifter. 
* b^en informed of every thing by Ma- 
dam de Narton, in whofe bofom, as in that of 
the moft valuable of friends, I have depofited 
every fecret. I am perfuaded, from that^n-* 
• cere intereft which you have ever had for my 
welfare, that you participate in thofe fend- 
ments which neither honour, reafon, nor vir* 
tue blufh to avow. Aflure Mr. de Saint-Se* 
ver of my regard. I acknowledge he faw brt- 
ter into futurity than myfelf ; but at that 
time I was not acquainted with Mifs de Fer- 
val. Let me have your beft wifhes ; they 
will haften the accomplifhment of my feli- 
city. 



LET- 
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From Madam de Narton tg Madam de Fcrva!* 
Vartnnes^ Aug. 6* 

THAT cfteem and iriei^fbip. Madam* 
which I fhall ever entertain (or you, have 
prevailed on me to accept, with the greatcft 
pleafure, ^e con^miffion with which the Mar- 
quis de Rofelle hath entrujfted rae^. SeefiWe 
of the merit and accomplifhrneijtspf Mife de 
Ferva], he hath requefted pje to acf^uaint you * 
that his bappinefs would be completed in ob- 
taining the efteem 6f this adorable girl, ai^d 
the honour of <::alli,9g you .by the name of o^ 
ther. Such were bis w^rds, which I bave 
faithfully noted down, and wbiqb.imtply wery 
thing that can be faid* His welfare is i^ yf^r 
hands. With refpeit to fortujae, npthiag Re- 
mains to Ve fettled : His own is fu^ficient, a^^id 
he is no ftrfinger to the v^lue of a virtt^^us 
mind . Could he have ventured fo far, before 
hehad alked her hand from you, he would l?ave 
demanded of herfelf a heart whofefiame was 
mutual with his own 5 but his refped, which is 
equalled only by his love, induced htm to 
forbear. They know each other; and no 
caufe exift$ to retard their union. If, there- 
fore. 
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^re, ^his propofal, as I hope it will, {hould 
meet with your approbation, it may be con- 
fummated without delay 5 and the utmoft 
wifhes of the Marquis, as well as of my felf, 
will bq accompliflied. Such an event, as it 
•will complete the happinefs of Mr. de Rofellc, 
I am certain will not leave that of Mifs de 
Ferval imperfefl:. Adieu, my dear Madam. 
I wait your anfwcr with an impatience hardly 
inferior to that of the Marquis. 
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From Mttdam de Ferval to Madam de Narton- 

Vercourty Aug. 7^ 
TT is with the utmoft gratitude. Madam, I 
returji you thanks for interefting yourfelf 
fo greatly, in my daughter's welfare. I could 
almoft tejit\ire, from this regard alone, to 
reft her whole happinefs in that union which 
you have propofed. But pardon a mother's 
fears. This alliance is far above what I 
could ever hope. I am fenfible there are 
few parents in my place who would not 
have been tranfported with joy ; but. Ma- 
dam, I never fought for niy daughter am 
cftabliihment valuable only for rank or in- 

tereft j 
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tereft ; thefe do not imply happinefs : Even 
with the beft of qualities^ accompanied with 
love and fortune, a woman may not be happy. 
There have been marriages, where, though 
efteem was mutual, mifery was mutual alfo* 
The Marquis dc Rofelle has fenfe and 
accomplifhments ; he is amiable, and wa$ 
bom to pleafe. But, as my daughter's welfare 
is fo nearly concerned, permit me to alk: 
Hath he that folid virtue, that fteadinefs of 
principle, without which he cannot be 
a good hufband ? Is that unhappy paf&on» 
which he once conceived, eflFaced from his 
heart? I confefs. Madam, I fear it is not;, 
and it was with fome furprize I read your laft 
letter. You are not ignorant he hatji ken 
Leonora at Bains. If he has offered his hand 
to my daughter merely from chagrin or anger, 
con£der. Madam, how great a misfortune fuch 
a marriage would be. Before every other con- 
fideration, it is neceffary we fliould know the 
£tuaiion of bis heart. If his hatred to Leonora 
be carried to extremity, it would be with re- 
ludance I could give bim my daughter : Such 
a hatred would be a paffion the more terrible as 
it is difgulfed. If, on the other fide, in his 
cooler moments he defpifes her, if his mind is 
detached from her, if he can fee her with* 

«ut 
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cut emotion, and i$ indifferent about her, I 
fliall have better expefbtions. But does he 
know the worth of real virtue ? or may he not 
have been captivated by beauty alone, without 
any regard to the inward qualities of the heart. 
To fuch a fenfibility and delicacy as my daugh« 
ter poflelles, a greater calamity could fcarcely 
happen than to be united to a hufband, who^ 
unable to diftinguiih any intdle&ual accom- 
plifhments, Ihould perceive only thofe which 
are, merely external : And It is to be feared, 
diat, after fomany irr^;nlarities, it is to the(e 
only the Marquis is now attached. My utmoft 
defire is, to obtain for her a hu(band, tender, 
virtuous, prudent, and fenfible of her merit i 
one with whom (be might enjoy the pleafures 
of confidence and friendihip as well as love. 
I will confide in you, from an equal con** 
vi^on of ywr ability and difcretion, as' of 
your afFedion to my daughter. As I am 
fatisfied you have an c^portunity c^ difcover* 
ing the real fentiments of the Marquis, I 
will rely on your reprefentation of them, 
and (hall accept, with the greatefl joy, the 
honour you intend us; but I ihall forbear 
mentioning any thing of it to my daughter, 
till I receive your anfwer. In the prefent cir- 
Vol. II. I cumftancea 
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eumflances ft would be very Mnpropcr for me 
to wait on you at your awn boufe ; but as we 
intend to return to Ferifal, I ilu>uld regard it 
M a great oUigatiod to receive a vifit from you 
to-tnorrow at that place. I would mean, to 
eKcufe the company of the Marquis and my 
Ion. We may then treat more explicitly of 
this matter, and eonie to fuch a refoludon as 
we fhall iee moft proper. 

My fon is this moiment arrived here. The 
Marquis, I find, has mentioned bis intention 
to him. I have ftridty ferbklden him to re- 
wd any thing of it to his fifter^ but I trtmbk 
left he (bould, as he feems in fuch tranfports 
of joy, and cannot conceive, he fays, any 
reaibns for my hefita£ioii.«-*-However5 I fhsll 
fend'him back to you as fbon as poffible, that 
he may not betray the fecret ; and lam going 
to my^au^ter, to prevent any opportunity of 
a private (lonverlatton. Adieu, madam; vrords 
are wantiog to cxprefs my gratitude. 



LET. 
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From Leonora td the Marquis, 

Bainsy Aug. 8. 
THave fo many times, fir, deceived you^ 
that truth itfelf is fufpefled when it comes 
from me ; but I once more conjure you to 
hear, to believe, and to pity me. The truth 
is novv a fufficient mortification, and is ex- 
torted from me by the wretchednefs of my 
prefent fituatioh. Punifliment hath overta- 
ken my vices, and I have no hope left but in 
your generofity. Alas, fir ! the wicked work 
the ruin of each other> and, though unwil- 
lingly, vindicate the caufe of virtue. A 
profligate villain- — But you will excufe me 
from reciting a tale as melancholy as it is 
Ihameful. It would hurt you too much. An 
honeft mind cannot but be afFeded with the 
hiftory of guilt. Let it fufEce to fay, I was 
become deftitute of evei^ refource but the libe- 
rality of Juliet, and of this likewrfe I have 
been deprived by her death i fince which time 
I have been afflii^ed both with ficknefs and 
poverty. Unknowing what meafures to take, 
what heart to intereft in my favour, I at laft 
implored the compaiEon of Mr. de Valville, 
who bad once been my captive. I went to 
I 2 bimy 
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biixi, indeed, without any fanguine hopes ; but 
his behaviour was cruel. After the moft bar- 
barous reproaches on me, for feeding that 
violence of paffion which you entertained, 
he was going to fend me away } but, after 
a moment's reflection, aiked me, whether I 
wou}d promife never to repeat the like indifcre- 
tion ? Of this I gave him an abfolute promife. 
He then told me, that though he had nothing 
to give me, he could aflift me by advice. The 
Marquis, faid he, is gone to Bains, to drink 
the waters, and is there fallen in love with st 
girl, whom perhaps he may be ridiculous e-^ 
nough to marry. Now if you can detach him, 
from this amour, you will atone for what you 
havd already done, and at the fame time may 
poffibly again obtain him for yourfelf. Only 
be content to be his miftrefs^ he is generous* 
and will pay with honour. But remember* 
If ever he ihall difcover the leaft intention of 
marrying you, I will be feverely revenged on 
you. You may, however, make ufe of every 
art that you think will be agreeable to him. 
«— His barbarity almoft overcame me, but I 
thanked him, though with reludance. I 
weint immediately, and fold all the cloaths I 
had, except one gown, to defray the expence 
•f my journey, in which I was accompanied 

by 
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by the mother of that unhappy girl, whofe 
death plunged me in the depth of mifery. 
Supported only by the hope of affiftance from 
you, we came hither ; and on my arrival I 
followed the advice which Mr. de Valville had 
given me. Shall I obtain forgivenefs ? It was 
my only refource. I have fince informed him 
of the difficulties I met with 5 but in his an- 
fwer he forbad me troubling him ; and told me, 
that as my difficulties muft be owing to my 
own want of addrefs, he declined interefting 
fiimfelf any farther in my affairs. I have en- 
clofed you, fir, his letter. My finccrity could 
not difpenfe with this humiliating voucher. 
Tho* overwhelmed with gVief and indigence, I 
befitated eight days before I ventured to write j 
and nothing but my prefcnt terrible fituation 
could have prevailed on me to have rccourfe to 
your kindnefs. I have not the fmalleft fum of 
money remaining, and am even in debt for my 
fubfiftence fince I have been here. I am affliSed 
with illnefs, and the phyfician, who out of com- 
paffion vifits me, thinks it will be of fome con- 
tinuance. It is to the goodnefs of my landlord 
I am indebted for the bed I lie on, and the 
nourifhment which (ufiains me. Shall I flatter 
myfelf, fir, with the hopes of your commifera- 
tiQn. The Curate of the place hath, indeed, 
I 3 promifed 
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promifed me his endeavour to procure me an 
admiifion into one of the Afylums of Indigence 
and Pain. Bux can I accept fo humiliating 
an offer ? No. I could fooner refign my life. 
May my prefent puniihment in fome meafure 
attone for my former life j may the veil of ob- 
livion be caft over my former life, and may 
my prefent itnhappy circumftances be alone 
confidered. —It is a wretch, the fport of cala- 
tnity, who implores your benevolence. It is 
Leonora, the guilty Leonora ; behold her at 
]^our feet, with tears gufhing from her eyes ; 
l)ehold her torn with remorfe, a vidim to pu- 
nifhment and almoft to death. You have (hewn 
yourfelf generous. After therefore having 
made fo many facrifices for my fake, fliall I 
entreat you to make one more, one which will 
never call for repentence, the facrifice of a juft 
jrefentment ? Whatever injury! may have beeij 
the caufe of, it. is perhaps a duty you owe to 
yourfelf, to affift her whom once you loved. 
But I am not a ftranger to your heart. I know 
it ftands in no need cf motives merely perfonal 
to be excited to a<9s of goodnefs. I ftill hope, 
and hope in you. You may confide in the wo- 
man who is the bearer of this letter. Unhappy 
Leonora ! Is it from you, fir, Ihe muft receive 
a bounty ? Infupportable thought ! 

LET- 
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From tbt Mfnrqm H I>€onora, 

Varennesy Aug, 8. 
"1117 H Y did yott not ieoner acquaint mc 
~^ with your diftrefs, after I had offered" 
my aififtance? I have fent iive and twenty 
kmis d'«M^s, which is all I can do at prefent. 
I am fatisiied fince you have informed me of 
the reaJ motive of your journey. 

I pity your ikuation j tho* your application 
18 at an improper timew But it is to myfelf 
only I can impute my troubles. 
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From Madam deNarton to the Marquis. 

Fervaly Aug. %. . 
T Am obliged, my dear Marquis, to break 
through my promife of returning this even- 
ing. I continue here, and, in confequence of 
the invitation with which Madam de Ferval 
bath charged me, {ball exped to fee you here 
I ike wife. I leave it to you, to draw what 
confequences you think proper. 

I 4 L E T- 
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Frwn Madam At Narton to Madam de 
Saint-Sever. 

Fervalj Aug. 8. Mdnight. ^ 
XXTHY, my dear Countels, arc you not 
here, to partake in the general joy ? 
You alone are wanting to complete our bap- 
pineis. It is fufficient to tell you, that we are 
all now at Madam de Fervar$, that a perfeft 
edairciflement has been made, and that our 
every wifli is fulfilled. After an explanation 
to this excellent parent, of the Marquis's con- 
dud, in which I defcribed the real qualities of 
his heart in all their truth, I had the fatisfaftion 
of beholding pleafure once more fparkling in 
her eyes. She then left me, in order to com- 
municate the joyful news to her daughter, and 
in about half an hour they both entered 
the room. Madam de Ferval was in that de- 
licate, that afFeding fituation, in which tears 
only can exprefs our gladnefs ; while Mifs de 
Fcrval, weeping likewife and covered with 
b]uflies,,was loft in the embraces of her mo- 
ther, without the power of utterance. After 
feme time, recolleding the Marquis, I expref- 
fed an intention of departure, that I might 
communicate his happincfs to him. Madam 

dc 
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de Ferval, after cafting her eyes on her daugh-- 
ter, who was looking only towards the ground, 
faid to me. What occafion can you have for 
goiiig? It would be more agreeable if the 
Marquis could come here. — So it would, in- 
deed, mamma, replied Mifs de Ferval, conceal- 
ing her face in the bofom of her mother.— 
Yes, child, he fhall be fent for, that we may 
all be witnefles of fo joyful an event. — I im- 
mediately, my dear Countefs, fent word to 
your brother, who came on the wings of love. 
I will not endeavour to defcribe, as it would 
be impoffible, the various emotions vifible on 
the face of Mifs de Ferval, while we were in 
expedatton of him. Joy was plainly per- 
ceptible through all her modefty and agitation. 
But when, at length, we faw him entering the 
extremity of the avenue, this amiable girl was 
ieized with fo violent a palpitation of the heart, 
that file fell back on a fettee, and almoft 
fainted away. Wc were all employed in giv- 
ing our affiftance when the Marquis came up, 
whom I went out to receive. His emotion 
was not lefs than that of Mifs de Ferval, and 
he fcarcely attended to one word I faid. Ma- 
dam de Ferval, whofe prefence of mind is at 
all times the fame, juftly fuppofing that this 
&ft interview would make too great an im* 

preffion 
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preffion on young perfon$» had ordered iht 
two younger lifters, who were cntu-e ftrangcri 
to the whole matter, to withdraw* The Mar- 
quis, when he entered the.parlour, endeavour- 
ed to pay a compliment to Madam de Ferval, 
but (he interrupted him by an embrace^ and. 
preiented her datighter to him* Modefty on 
the one part, refped on the other, added to 
our prefence, contributed to an embarraffinent 
which was afFe£tiag beyond deicriptaon. X 
then propofed that we might take a turn or 
two in the garden, and we were accompanied 
by the two younger MilTes. When the Mar- 
quis offered his hand to Madam deFerval, £he 
defired that compliment might be given to her 
daughter, who, with fome little confufion, ac- 
cepted it. We contrived, as if without in- 
tention, tofeparate ourfelves from them. I 
know not what they faid to each other, but 
they continued walking fo late, that we were 
obliged to defire them to come in ; and their 
appearance was that of the higheft fatisfacStion 
and tranquillity. The Marquis, when be in- 
troduced Mifs de Ferval at their return, pref- 
fed her hand with the higheft rapture, and 
their felicity feems to be complete. Ferval, 
who was gone on a hunting party when my 
meflagp came to the Marquis, is now arrived, 

and 
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and is in tranfports. He was impatient that 
the whole family fhould be immediately in- 
formed of the event, but his mother prevailed 
on him to flay awhile, as nothing inconfiftent 
with the higheft delicacy ought to be tranf- 
ai^ed when his fifter was in queflion. How 
ever, we have juft now informed the two 
younger fiflers, whofe joy is fo pure and fo 
tender, that it would be impoffible to remain 
unmoved by it. Helena aiked her mamma, 
whether they were going to lofe their fifter ? 
but Henrietta exprefled herfelf only by tears. 
They afterwards joined in a delicacy of fen- 
timent, at their age much to be admired: 
Let us not, faid they, mention our own for- 
row in being feparated from her. She will be 
bappy; let us not. therefore be the means of 
diminishing her happinefs. This furely is. 
friendihip in all its purity. 

As the Marquis's time is now fo precious. 
to him, he has defired me to plead his excufe 
for not writing himfelf to you ; and entreats 
both you and Mr. de Saint-Sever to niake the. 
neceflary preparations for the wedding, tho 
contrail of which is to be figned to-morrow^ 
Adieu, my dear Countefs, and be afluredof the 
regard which is entertained for you by us, all. 

LETt 
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From Madam it Narton to Madam dc 
Saint- Sever, 

Ferval^ Aug. lo. 
XT'Ebterday, my dear friend, our contraft 
was figned : I muft call it ours, for 
we are all included in it. I cannot exprefs 
my joy at a fcene of fo much happinefs ; 
the tendernefs of a mother, a daughter, a fon, 
on the one hand j love and virtue on the other !' 
What a felicity ! As foon as the articles were 
iigned, the Marquis afked Mifs de FervaJ, whe- 
ther (he would choofe that the jewels he in- 
fended on the occafion fhould be brought to 
her, or wait till flie fliould have the opportu- 
nity of pleafing herfelf better at Paris ? The 
queftion being unexpedied, flie only defired 
that he would put himfelf to no trouble on 
that head, as it was quite a matter of indiffe- 
rence; but the Marquis ftill infifting on an 
anfwer. Madam de Pcrval intreated him to 
delay the purchafe till they (hould go to Paris. 
Well, then, faid the Marquis, we will ftay 
awhile ; but I hope we fhall be accompanied 
by the two other young' ladies. I muft beg 
their excufc, replied Madam de Ferval j their 
wedding is not to be celebrated quite fo foon.— 

I cannot 
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I cannot poffibly oiarry three at once, faid the 
Marquis, fmiling ; but they are at Icaft my 
fitters ; zni as a pledge of our frtendihip, I 
mud intreat them frankly to tell me what 
prefent would be leaft unworthy their accep- 
tance. Nothing, Sir, replied Henrietta, with 
her ufual vivacity, can ever be unacceptable, 
from one who pofTeiTes (o great a ihare of our 
gratitude and efteem. Helena returned her 
thanks with a fincerity all her own, deiiring 
he would fet (bme bounds to his generoflty. 
At laft the Marquis recurred to my advice ; 
and the refult was, that he ihould make a pre* 
fent to each of a pair of ear-rings. If this 
favour, replied Madam de Ferval, cannot be 
difpenfed with, one pair will be fully fufficient ; 
becaufe one of my daughters may fucceed to 
her fifter's trinkets. This was no fooner fpoken 
^an a very vifible confufion was obferved in 
Mifs de Ferval. Madam de Ferval could not 
conceal her furprize, and Henrietta riflng in 
hafte and entbracing her iifter ; If it would be 
the leaft uneafinefs to you, faid fhe to her, to 
part with them, I defire you will ftill keep 
them : We cannot think of depriving you of 
any thing that can give you any pleafure. 
Ferval, after cafting his eyes towards his fifter, 
was in equal embarraiTment, and I confefs I 

did 
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did not know what to think myfelf. I almoft 
began to entertain fufpicions unfavourable to 
this young lady, till her brother, in' dire£l 
contradidion to his fifter's tokens for fllence, 
rofe from his feat, and explained to us the 
myftery. This ineftimable girl had made 
a facriiice, which nothing but the utmoft 
greatnefs and delicacy of fentiment could have 
didated : The three hundred louis d'ors, by 
which Ferval had prevailed on Martha and 
Juliet's woman to deliver up the letters of 
Leonora, were repayed by the fale of his 
filler's diamond necklace*; and to confirm 
what he faid, he (hewed us the letter fhe 
Wrote to him on the occafion, of which i 
fend you a copy f. You may judge what im- 
preffion was made on us all by this acknow- 
ledgment. Madam de Ferval could not help 
reproaching her daughter, though in the ten- 
dereft manner, fof. Concealing fo- honouraMe 
an aftion. I muft beg your forgivenefs^ my 
dear mamma ; I was' not unacquainted with 
the goodnefs of your heart, and doubted not 

• It appears by the fitter's letter, as>, indeed, by the 
tcnour of the prefent, that it was not a necklace, but a pair 
of c^r-rings j fo that either Madam de Narton, or the editor 
of thtfe letters, hath made a littlfe miftake. 

f This letter has been infertcd in its proper place, vol. I. 
pag. 181—4. 

but 
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hut the avowal would have met with your ap- 
plaufe ; but I was unwilling to lay you under 
an engagement of reftoring to me what I had 
deprived myfelf of, at leaft at that time, tho' 
I intended, at fome future feafon, to acquaint 
)rou with it. Since my acquaintance, how- 
cwr, with the Marquis, the fecfet became 
more important, and the difcovery would have 
been Improper both to him and you. The 
poor Marquis, whofe felf-humiltation was ex- 
ceeded only by hiis fenfe of gratitude, had nei- 
ther the power of fpeech nor motion ; but co- 
verinrg his face with his hands, threw himfelf 
at the feet of Mifs de Fcrval, who with diffi- 
culty prevailed on him to rife. I could not have 
imagined, faid he, recovering himfelf, my love 
and efteem for you could have been carried be- 
yond what I before experienced ; but from this 
laft point of view in which you appear to me, 
I am convinced no limits can be fet to them. 
In what manner too, faid he, addreJffing him- 
felf to Ferval, fhall I exprefs myfelf to you, 
whofe friendfhip and virtue have been fo re- 
markably confpicuous, whofe blood hath flow- 
ed not for my fake only, but by thefe very 
hands. Was it neceflary that your fitter's gene- 
rofity fliould be added to your own ? The re- 
membranc^e of it embitters my joy. Can you, 

faid 
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faid he to Mifs de Ferval, caft a veil of obli- 
vion over my weakneft at that period^ vvfaen 
you werefo great ? Here tears interrupted hinis 
and he could fay no more. Mifs de Ferval 
endeavoured, in vain, to change the topic of 
difcourfe, in which Leonora was next intro- 
duced. On this the Marquis, who took occa* 
fion to repeat what I had already acquainted 
Madam de Ferval with, fliewed us a letter, 
which he received from that wretched girl the 
very day I came hither, and which had occa- 
fioned that embarraflinent in which he appear* 
ed when he juft arrived. She there defcribes 
her deplorable fituation, her ficknefs, and her 
diftrefs; and fays, it was by the advice of 
Valville that (he came to Bains, to try again to 
feduce the Marquis, and prevent his marriage. 
The Marquis fent her five and twenty louis 
d'ors, but his anfwer was very cool. Mifs de 
Ferval thought it rather fevere, and could not 
hely pitying her, altbo' the Marquis reprefent- 
ed how improper it would have been for him, 
under fuch circumftances, to have fpoken with 
more kindnefs. Mifs de Ferval, however, has 
fo far prevailed, that a meifage is to be fent 
to Bains, to engage the people, with whom 
Leonora lodges, not to let her go before a 
week is expired. Mifs de Ferval has certainly 

fome 
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fome good purpofe in view. In the next 
place, (he was very anxious to know who 
Mr. de Valville was. The Marquis told 
her he was an old acquaintance, but thai 
he could not give him the name of a friend» 
though he had fome regard for him* Hie 
acknowledged that he thought him, for i 
great while, an excellent perfon to advife 
with, in refped to his condud; but that hii 
mode of life, being libertine, infenfibly id 
him aftray. He then related all that he 
knew about this gentleman ; and, after many 
intreaties, (hewed likewife fome of his let- 
ters. I had the curiofity to read fome ot 
them, and I think they are truly originals. 
Nothing furely ever fo fully difplayed a wicked** 
jiefi of heart and a littlenefs of foul ; accom- 
panied with juft fenfe enough to fupport the 
foppery of the day, and to make vice feem 
agreeable. Mifs de Ferval received this de* 
tail with the greateft aftonifhment, and faid t<> 
the Marquis; Although, fir, I have no title to 
any additional favours from you, yet there is 
one which I muft venture to requeft, that 
you will renounce every connexion with a man 
fo thoroughly abandoned ; for, to become the 
Apoille of Vice, he muft be abandoned to 
the very laft degree. But do not miftake 
Vol. II. K mc» 
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ii\€j faid fhc fmiling, I am not afluated by 
any principle of revenge. I am pretty certain 
this Mr. de Valville has not any knowledge 
of me, and I flatter myfelf you have no fufpi* 
cions that I am jealous of his approbation. I 
Vfjll not derogate from what merit he may 
poflefs; his friendfbip for you may probably 
have been the pureft and fincereft of which his 
heart was capable ; but as we are all amenable 
to the judgment of others, who will decide 
on our own difpofition from the company we 
keep, I prefume you would be unwilling that 
a man of his charader Ihould be ranked 
among the number of your friends. — To this 
the Marquis replied, that man,^ (hall never be 
called a friend of mine, who is not a friend 
alfo to the Marchionefs de Rofelle. 

Adieu, my dear Countefs. As Madam de 
Nerval and her whole family intend to accom- 
pany the bride and bridegroom to Paris, it is 
your brother's requeft that you will make the 
neceffary difpofuions for their reception. We 
fliall have »o expeftations of hearing from you 
till we receive word in form, that every thing 
is in readinefs. My impatience to fee the 
completion of this happy union is, I am cer- 
tain, hardly inferior to that of the Marquis ; 
of my afieflion to whom this muft'^be given as 

a proof. 
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a proof. To you, I need not repeat any a£*- 
furances of friendihip. 
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. From Madam deSzint-StveT to the Marquis. 

Paris y Aug. i8. 
T^TY dear Brother; I congratulate you on 
the accomplifliment at once of your own 
iiappinefs, and of every wifli I entertained. I 
return my fincere thanks to Heaven, by which 
fo fortunate a deftiny has been referved for 
you. The pofTqffion of a virtuous and agree- 
able wife is the greateft of bleffings. All nay 
anfwer for this day to Madam de Narton, will 
confift of the deeds and inflrunients which 
remain to finifh the work, in conformity to 
that impatience which her friendihip enter- 
tains. The Count, who embraces you, is un- 
der the fame uneafinefs with myfelf, that he 
is unable to be a perfoha! witnefs of your hap- 
pinefs ; but this pleafurc, which I WAi for 
with fo much ardency, will not be long de- 
layed. I am preparbg every thing for our 
meeting. 



K 2 LET- 
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From tbt Marquis to Madam de Saint-Sever. 

V Fervdlj Jug. 26. 
T Am juft come from the altar^ and am die 
happieft of men. Madam de Narton has 
undertaken to inform you of the circumr 
ftancei. Mife de Ferval — What am I fay- 
ing?— the Marchionefs de Rofelle embraces 
yoii. Adieu. I know not what I writer 
But be aflured of my afledlion. 



LETTER CXXXVL 

Frmtt Madam de Narton to Ahdam de St. 
Sever; 

Fetvali Aug. 17. 
YESTERDAY, ttiy 66i^t Cofliitfefsj tras 
* the li4pt)y day Which cbihpleted your 
te^^isr's fillcity. We reciivdd your packet 
the day before^ ^nd dll Was in re^dintffs. Oii 
this occafion^ fo afFeAidnate and fenfible a 
toAv^rfation pafled Between Madaih de I^erysd 
and her daughter, that I think myfdf under 
an obligation to communicate it to you 1 and 
1 dare fay you will prefer it to the moft lively 
d^cription of the Wedding. In this I could 

not 
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not defcribe any fcene$ of magnificence ; but 
no magpificcncc can come in competition 
with the unadulterated pleafures of inno- 
cence. 

You arc now, faid this excellent parent to 
her daughter, entering Into a ftate of life un- 
known to you before. From the MarquisVs 
attachment to you, his virtues, and his cha- 
radler, I have not the leaft doubt with refpe^ 
to your happinefs ; but the means of pre- 
ferving this happinefs, and that zffcQioi^k 
which ia the bafis of it, mv^ft not be negledte^. 
You h^ve hitherto, my dear, lived only wiA 
me, and have been accuftomed to a life of 
tranquillity and eafe, in which my carelles 
conftituted your utmoft felicity. I have the 
pleafing reflexion, that they were never unde- 
fervedly beftowed, and that you have faith- 
fully difcharged your duty. But you are tp 
confider, that this duty was fimple and eafy ; 
that your happinefs depended on yourfelf a- 
lone; and that, having done whateyer was 
required of you, you had no further anxiety. 
Caprice, obfiinacy, and all the train of paffioha 
Vfhich have been manifefted by thofe of the 
fame family in which you yourfelf have lived, 
it ha$ never been your lot to combat. You 
Vere ^p^^h^^ only that I ha4 ai regard to 
|C 3 every 
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every thing which paffi^^ and th^t I frankly 
gave my applaufe to whatever jdeferyed it. 
But this kind of encouragement is very flatter- 
ing. A mother, who is really tender, lives 
only for her children ; when ihe beholds their 
good qualities, it is with a fpecies of enthu- 
thiafoi; when {he difcovers their faults, her 
reproof is mi;ced with indulgence, A hufbandi 
on the o^her h^nd, does not fee the fame 
2&ionB in the fajnc point of vifw. His difpo- 
fition muft be ^ludied and carefully attended ^o. 
A woman, efpecially if (he be a wife, is ex- 
peded to pofTefs good -nature, complaifance, 
an aifiduity arifmg from tendernefs, and all 
tbofe qualities which produce confidence and 
ittachmcnt, I have not, my dear, the leaft 
doubt but your heart is endowed with all thefe 
requiiites; But are you certain you can ac- 
commodate them to circumflances the moft 
grievous and difcouraglng ? Can you bear 
up under difguft, anger, and perhaps con- 
tempt? Frame to yourfelf the idea of a wife, 
afFedtionatc, virtuous, and fenfible, who, after 
every effort to pleafe, is at laft expofed to the 
ill-treatment of a hulband j (he never has the 
fatisfadion of receiving approbation for actions 
the moft commendable ; ihe is even obliged to 
conceal them, and> for her own fafety, to 

appeaif 
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appear 11:1 f^vAt ; /he hides her calamity froin 
the world, and maurns only in fecret j and 
tfeus viakin^ a perpetual facrifice of her inclir 
nation, ^e endeavours to take on herfelf the ^ 
blame of thofe faults which flie could not pre- 
vent. Though flic is guided only by thofe 
rules which virtue and reafon infpire, her 
virtue is unapproved, and her reafon unat- 
tended to ; and yet though every folicitude and 
indulgence, of themfeflyes almoft perfuafive, 
a.re inefFeftual to the purpofe defired, fee ftifl 
endeavours that nothing of this domeftic un- 
eafinefs fliall be obferved by others, and that 
ber hiffband may at leaft appear a man of 
fcnfe and principle. How great, how refpeft- 
able a chara£ter is this ! But how unhappy 
muft fuch a woman be ? Do you poflefs fuch 
fortitude? 

I hope, mamma, I fliall never experience 
fo cruel a Situation. — i have the greateft rea- 
fon to think, replied Madam de Ferval, you ' 
will not 5 the good fenfe, the virtue, and the 
affeftion of the Marquis de RofcHe, give rtie. 
the inoft flattering hopes. Let the cooipariibn, "^ 
however, you will have the opportunity of 
drawing, between your own circumftances 
and thofe of other women as deferving as your- 
fdif^ teach you fo kt sl proper value oh the 
K 4 happi* 
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happinefi you enjoy, and to prevent every 
thing that has a tendency to ditniniih it. Far 
be it from me to take pleafure in your terror 
or uneafinefs ; this would be a wantonnefs 
of cruelty; but I would have you refleft on 
the neceffity of being prepared even for the 
Worft, Difpofitions are by no means unchange- 
able ; even the beft may, by events not to bp 
forefeen, become untoward; and love does 
not always continue with the fame fervency. 
In this cafe, the only refources which remain 
to a good wife are patience and fortitude. If 
you fhould ever perceive in your hufband a 
diminution of tendernefs $ if you fhould ever 
difcover that he withdraws from, you his confi- 
dence, or that he places it on another ; then 
I^t your cares, your attention to him be re- 
doubled. Be not too prodigal of carefle3 to 
him, which- at fuch a time might be trou- 
blefome. Give him an opportunity ^o di(^ 
cover your affedionate uneafmefs on his ac- 
count; but, whatever, may happen, I charge 
you never to reproach him; for reproaches, 
let them be ever fo polite, ever fo cautioufly 
vforded, may make a wound in his heart 
which never can be healed. If through any 
calamity, of which I cannot fupport the idea, 
an^.wbicbwUl affiiredly never happen, your 

hufband's 
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Hufband's ^ffe^ltons (houkl be transferred to 
fbme other objeS — Alas ! my dear mother^ 
I could not live under To afflidling a circum* 
ftance 5 but as I could not but ftill love hinif^ 
I would employ every tender affiduity, I would 
do ray utmoft tq regain his ^ffe^Sion, and 
would try even to make him think I wa^ 
not fenfible of my misfortunes — Thefe^ re- 
plied Madam de Ferval, are yery good refolu- 
tions ; neverthelefs there arc circumftanceai 
which will not admit of fuch diifimulation ^ 
which require a filent fadnefs, without com- 
plaint, without bitternefs. In fuch a conr 
jun<Sure, an air of difdain or gaiety would be 
unfeafonable ; and would (hew either diffipa- 
tion or pride. Under fuch a misfortune, ^ 
virtuous and tender wife cannot but be afflifted 
and mortified, and fentiments fo natural need 
not be concealed, as they pay a compliment to 
the hu{band, who cannot be unafteded by 
them. Never let any thing fevere or ironical 
fall from you in his hearing, either with refpeft 
to himfelf or the objeft he is attached to. 
The beft method is to avoid fpeaking at all oii 
fuch topics. There is, I know, a rcfourcc 
which fome women recur to, but it is. a dan- 
gerous one ; I mean coquetry : They hope; 
to ^ccomplifh their Intentions by means of 

jealoufy* 
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jealoufy. But thefe women, by adding the 
kfs of efteem to the lofs of love, defeat 
their own fchemes, and deprive tbemfelyes of 
every hope of reformation. 

What fituation is more pitiable than that 
of a virtuous woman unite4 Co a man who is 
jealous ? The beft method, however, flie can 
have recourfe to, is to retire from the world, 
to arm herfelf with mildnefs and patience, 
and, above all, to forbear complaining. This 
fituation is terrible, and I hope you will nev^ 
experience it. But, my dear, how happy f^r 
ever your union may be, it is not to be fup- 
poTed that feme little clouds of diflenfion will 
not arife. Two perfons cannot always, and 
on every point, be of the fame opinion ; when 
virtue, therefore, is not injured by conform- 
ing to the opinion of another, and when rea- 
fon does not oppofe what a hufband requires, 
it is our part to yield, and to facrifice our owa 
fentiments to peace, and to that fubmiffiof^ 
to which we were born. To inculcate into 
girls a notion, that by marrying they becomp 
their own miftrefles, is dreadful. They fhould 
be rather told, that by marriage they contrail 
a ftill greater dependence, and they fhould be 
taught the means of rendering this dependence 
agreeable, and of cementing the union. Wc 

have 
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have but one privilege, that of making re- 
monftrances ; this is really our own, and it is 
incumbent on us to know how to ufe it* 
When once a wife poflefles her hufband's con- 
fidence, and deferves it, her power is not in- 
confiderable. To give up the point with 
chearfulnefs in thofe lefs important matters 
which intereft ourfelves alone; to referve 
that influence we have over an hufband to 
thofe greater occafions, wherein a deviation 
from reftitujde would be moft dangerous j to 
endeavour, without feeming to aim at con* 
viftion^ to convince him of an error, by that 
mode ofperfuafion which is diftated by reafon 
and prefented with all the graces of love and 
mildnefs ; to be able to do this, is to poffefs a 
charm by which we (hall obtain fuch an 
empire as is moft to be preferred, but of which 
no boaft muft be made. In the management 
of a family, which is more peculiarly our 
province, we may ufe our authority with 
lefs reftraint; but in thofe affairs of confe- 
quence, in which a hufband is fuppofed to be 
chiefly concerned, we muft never think of 
claiming the honour, even though we may- 
have borne the greateft part. There are, 
liowever, fome particular cafes which I muft 
(except, ti^ough I caxm'ot forefee. 

Thus 
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Thus you may perceive, my dear child, that 
marriage is a fiate of cares and facrifices, and, 
withput that inward fentiment which renders 
every thing eafy, it is a taflc of difEculty even for 
Virtue hcrfelf to fulfil the duties of it. There is 
no doubt that the obligations are reciprocal ; but 
there are likewife particular attentions which 
are incumbent on us alone. Nature, by im- 
parting to us a greater (hare of graccfulnefs, 
delicacy, and beauty, hath taught us, that it 
is our part to throw every af&duity, complai- 
fance, and regard into the fund of that com- 
merce, from which we gain in exchange the 
prote6iion and the more important labours of 
the men. As courage is the charafteriftic of 
one fex, fo is gentlenefs that of the otber $ 
and genttenelis is never refitted by courage. 
To reign, we muft firft obey ; and to enjoy 
greater things, we muft fubmi^ ourfelves to 
thelefs. We are not to afflid ourfelves if our 
ai&duities fhould not always be returned ; men 
are lefs fufceptible than vve ar?. Were they 
equally fufceptible with us, wherein would 
our advantage confift? They arc occupi^ 
in more important concerns; but our pri- 
mary obje£t fhould be the art of pleafing* 
Though this implies a regard to every delicate 
iffiduity, yet coquetry is on no account to be 

employed: 
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employed : To the world it is contemptible, 
to an hulband it is indecent. I do not mean 
to cenfure that innocent art, whofe fole end is 
a cultivation of afFedlion, and of which the 
negle£l would be imprudent at leaft, if not 
blameable* But on this head, my dear, I can 
give no dire£lions but what are general and 
vague-— Be aflured, mamma, faid Mifs de 
t'erval, 'that in every circumftance your ad- 
vice fhall be recurred to, and your orders 
obeyed — My orders 1 By no means. From 
the moment of your marriage my authority 
ceafes ; and your hufband alone Can claim 
your obedience — Surely, mamma ! — Do 
hot be uneafy, my dear chHd, Your mother 
will always be your friend, ah afFeilionate 
friend, one who can give confolation and 
|>erhaps affiftance. It is a happinefs to you, 
that I am not ignprant of the extent of my 
power. Were a mother to require any thing 
Contrary to the huiband's inclination, no hefi- 
tatioh lieed be made; he done is to be obeyed 
In c^ry cafe where honour and virtue permiN 
Accuftom yourfelf, therefore, to this idea cf 
obedience, which is the beft fupport at thofe 
I^riods when imperioufnefs is aiTumed, and 
from which, even if it (hould engage you to 
more than your duty requires, nothing but good 

confe- 
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confequences can refult. I have too good an 
opinion of the Marquis's underitandidg, po-^ 
litenefs, afFe£lion, and efteem, to Tuppofe he 
will ever behave in « defpotic manner ; but 
as this muft on your part be confidered as an 
obligation, it fhould be an additional motive 
for your gratitude. 

The Marquis's prefence here interrupting 
us, I could not help faying to him, with a 
fmile, that I was certain he did not know how 
much he was indebted to Madam de Ferval, 
for the excellent leffons flie had been giving 
her daughter. What leflbns, replied the 
Marquis, can Mifs de Ferval ftand in need 
of? Love is furely the beft of matters? But, 
continued he, with an air of the greateft deli- 
cacy and fweetnefs, this would be perhaps to 
prefume too much. I dare not flatter myfclf, 
that her paffion is in every refpeft fo fervent as 
mine. 

I could hardly have thought, replied Madam 
de Ferval, you could have entertained fuch a 
doubt ; but it (hall be foon removed by the 
moft convincing proof. She then put into the 
Marquis's hands a letter, which her daughter 
wrote during her ftay at Varennes, wherein 
fhe difclofes to her mother her ow^n paffion 

before 
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before the Marquis's was known. This de- 
claration manifefted fo much candor, virtues 
and tendernefs, that you can fcarcely con- 
ceive the cSeik it had on us, particularly 
the Marquis, whofe tranfport was beyond de- 
fcription. I need not inform you, after this 
defcription, how agreeably the evening was 
terminated. 

Yefterday being the wedding-day, all the 
country folks from the neighbouring villages 
came to pay their homage; the men with 
fire-arms, drums, and mufick, and the wo- 
men adorned with flowers. Thus efcorted, 
our lovers were conduced to the altar, where 
the Pricft and all who were prefent (hed 
tears of joy daring the ceremony^ and from 
whence we returned with the fame attend- 
ants. On this occafion Madam de Ferval 
Caufed ribbands to be given away among the 
poor people ; and to thofe who were in di- 
ftrefs, money was diftributed. Tables were 
Hicewife placed under the trees in the court 
before thtfcaftle, at which every one might 
partake. Madam de Ferval is perfedly ad* 
ored for her benevolence and generofity. 
If any poor tenant on her cftate has more 
than four children, (he takes charge of all 
above that number; who are taken care 

of. 
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of, cloathed, and iriftfU($ed at her expence. 
Nor is her goodnefs confined 19 this one in- 
ilance: The aged and the fick equally, though 
in fecret, participate of it. As Mifs de Fervaf 
has tikewife borne a confiderable part in thefe 
agreeable labour^, fte had the fatisfaftion of 
receiving the warmeft efFufions of gratitude, 
accompanied with the fincereft wifties for thi 
Welfare and happinefs of herfelf and the Mar- 
quis. Pfeafure and gaiety, my dear Countefs, 
are not fynonymous : True afFeftion is ieldom' 
very chearful. Yefterday, joyful as it un- 
doubtedly was, pafled without one fcenc of 
diverfion. Tears involuntarily flovired from 
me 5 and yet I never fpent a day of greater 
felicity. Of this extafy, which ftill conti- 
nues, you, my dear, moft afluredly mufl 
partake. I have extended this letter to an 
unufual length; but, from that knowledge I 
poflefs of j'our heart, I flatter myfelf it will 
not be tedious. Without fuch a knowledge, 
could my affcdion ever have been what it 
is? 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXXVIL 

From the Marchiomfs dc Rofellc to Leonora. 

Fervaly Aug. 28. 
A S I am fenfible, MiTs, that thofe moments 
"^*' which arc forrowful are tedious, I take 
the firft opportunity, in which my concern for 
your fituation could be of any utility, to enter 
into fome meafures for your relief. Let not 
that charader, in which I now appear, render 
me in your eyes an objeS of hatred or terror. 
If ^ou will let me know what it is in my 
power to do for you, and will truft your cafe 
to me, I will endeavour to procure for you 
fome method of life, by which you may fpend 
your days in peace, honcfty, and tranquillity ; 
but it muft not be forgotten, that to the en- 
joyment of fuch a life fome particular graces, 
of a fpiritual nature, are required, which are 
not promifcuoufly beftowed ; and I fhould be 
very unwilling to lay you under any reftraint. 
Favours, when unwillingly received, ccafe to, 
be favours, if that mode of life which I have 
propofed, in which an inward tranquillity and. 
the love of virtue are no lefs neceffary than a 
purity of manners, (hould be agreeable, I wilL. 
venture to aifure you of every thing you can 
wilh for. But, on the contrary, if your mind 
Vol. II:. L is 
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IS uninftucnccd by the thoughts of futurity, if 
your difguft to a life of folitude is unfurmount- 
able, I will not, by threatening to abandon 
you, force you to an unwilling concurrence 
with my propofal. By no means. If it is your 
choice to appear again publickly in the worlds 
I will take upon myfelf the charge of your re- 
turn to Paris, and of procuring afliftance for 
you. An acceptance, however, of my firflr 
offer would fulfil my wiflies of rendering you 
happy, by giving you a tafte for the pleafures 
of virtue, a return to which is at no time 
unfeafonabfe. There are fome indilcretions 
to which pardon is refufed by the men, even 
by thofe who have been the occafion of them y 
but the Supreme Being, whofe indulgence is 
hot thus confined, always grants a generous 
forgivenefs to fincere repentance. Caft your- 
felf on him,' and I fhall be fatisfied. I beg 
that you will ferioufly refleft on what I have 
Written, and will tranfmit me an anfwer; for 
"which purpofe I leave you a week to decide. I 
Have nothing more at heart than to be inftru- 
mental to your happinefe* 



L E T- 



[ 147 1 

LETTER CXXXVIII. 
From Leonora to the Marchionefs de Rofelle. 

Bainsy Aug. 7.%. 
ALAS! Madam, can it be the Mar- 
■^^ chionefs de Rofelle, who deigns thus to 
intereft herfelf in the fuiFerings of an tinhappy 
woman, and to ftoop even to a correfpondence 
with her! Is it credible ! — Tears interrupt 
me. — At what moment could I have had 
the idea, that you, Madam, would ever have 
held out to me the hand of affiftance ? I will 
not attempt to exprefs my gratitude, which 
no words can defcribe. Yet it is not my 
own wretchednefs, nor your relief, which 
thus afie£bs me. It is your goodnefs which 
^wakens my fenfibility. Is there a heart fo a- 
bandoned as to with-hold adoration from Vir- 
tue, when introduced by you ? Shall I, Ma- 
dam, acknowledge the truth ? Of virtue I had 
formed a very difagreeable notion \ a notion 
that it was referved, haughty, and inexorable; 
but I have now fallen in love with it : In you it 
is mild, compaffionate, and irrefiftible ; and it 
is in your prefence alone I dare to pronounce 
the name. — How different fuch difcourfes of 
tendernefs from thofe which I have been ufed 
to ! Is there any need of reflexion in fending 
L 2 my 
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my anfwer. No, Madam ; a thought is fuf- 
ficient; I caft myfelf at your feet, and com- 
mit my whole welfare to you. Do not fuf- 
pefl: me of hypocrify 5 if I can ever be guilty 
of abufing your benefitSt let me now re- 
nounce them : And if my future condud fhall, 
ia any degree, extenuaie the paft — But, 
alas ! how Jittle ac<)uain(e<i am I with that 
virtue, which, from your examine, I adore ! 
The define, however, of juftjfying your stA of 
goodnefs, will overcome every difficulty. I 
am iofenfiblc to every objf 61 but you, and my 
heart is penetrated with gratitude* You have 
almoft ajiticipated the ivvouriB of heaven ; but 
vf thefe I (ball not be altogether unworthy, if 
I (hall be found deferving of yours. I have 
the honaur to h^t with tthe greateft refped, 
&C.&C. * 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint 
Sever. 

Fervalj Sept. 9. 
"ITTHAT, Madam, could you have guefl'ed 
to be the firft objeft of the Marchioncfs 
dc Rofelle's attention after her wedding ? The 

favour 
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favoar fhe has reqtrefled of the Marquis is, bis 
concurrence in an aft of benevolence ; of be- 
ncvokncc to her rival, whom fhe has refcuCKf 
both from mifery and vice. An annuity of 
fifteen hundred Hvres has been aiSgned to 
Leonora, who is to retire to a convent at 
Nancy ; and the manner in which the favour 
has been granted is an additional obligation* 
The Marquis, in complying with bis lady*s 
requcft, teftified the moft livdy pleafurc 5 but 
10 Ferval, who could not forget the charafter 
and former condu£l of Leonora, it did not ap- 
pear in the fame agreeable point of view. The 
motive, indeed, he cotmncnded ^ but hfe blamed 
the Z&. ; as tending too much to the encourage^ 
ment of vice; and as it might be conftrucd into 
an injury done to that part of mankind, who, 
though afflifted, are honeft. To this Madam 
it Rofelk replied, (he had no intentions tor 
offer this proceeding as a model to others, and 
confieffed, that in this generofity her felf-com-^ 
placency was confiderably flattered j that fof 
this fhe hoped an excufe would be admitted ; 
that the propriety or impropriety of benefits 
conferred could be decermined only by the 
circutnflances of them; that if they knew 
any honefE perfbn who yet flood in need of 
aflifbnce> it would not be impoi^ble to find 
L 3 •ut 
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out means of relief, and to repair that injury 
which her pity to Leonora had occafioned ; 
that if unhappily this example, by an ignorant 
conftru£lion, fhould be looked on as an en- 
couragement to vice by fome mind already 
refolved to embrace it, it fhould likewife be 
confidered, that to convert from guilt is indif- 
putably an ad of virtue ; and that nothing is 
entirely exempted from inconveniences 5 that 
ihe had tranfmitted to the Convent a favour- 
able account of Leonora, whom flie hoped an 
ambition to keep up her charafier would in- 
duce to a regularity of condud; that, farther 
than this, fhe did not mean to offer her own 
judgment -, that fhe had fimply follicited the 
Marquis to comply with her defire, and that 
he had concurred in it. Ferval, however, and 
in this we all agreed, obtained a promife, that 
if ever Leonora fhould quit the Convent with- 
out the confent of the Marquis, her annuity 
fhould ceafe. She has fmce been conduSed to 
Nancy J and tears of gratitude flowed from 
her during the journey. 

Such, my dear friend, are the purpofes to 
which your excellent fifter facrifices all her 
new>acquired advantages. She is Impatient 
to embrace you, and to merit your friendfhip ; 
and you will foon have the pleafure of feeing 

her 
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lier and the whole family. With refpeft to , 
myfelf, as my affairs will not permit me to ' 
return to Paris till after Chriftmas, I muft 
amufe myfelf in my folitude with the re-, 
collection of thofe delightful moments I have 
ipent. When we meet, I fliall more fully 
partake of the general joy. Meanwhile I can . 
confole myfelf with the reflexion, th^t I was. 
among the firft who enjoyed this happy event, 
and that it is juft that you, in your turn* 
fhould enjoy it likewife. As foon as I am 
difengaged you may depend on my return, 
when I hope we (hall he able to confider our- 
felves as members of the fame family, and 
partakers of the fame felicity. 
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From Mr At Saint-Sever to Mad^m de Narton. 

Parts J Nov. i. • 
T Cannot, my dear friend, fatisfy myfelf with- 
merely acquainting you that our travellers 
are fafely arrived, and are in perfedl health ; 
my fituation requires fomewhat more. Over- 
joyed and embarraffed as I am, I cannot refift 
the defire of returning thanks, with more lenfi- 
bility than ever, for that ineftimable prefcnt I 
b^ve received from your hands ; the acquifition' 
L 4 of 
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of fo adorable a rdatton as the Marchionefs de 
Rofdle. Her charms would fuiFer no dimi- 
nution by the moft fevere comparifon, and 
yet her virtues are fufficient even to dirpenfe 
with her beauty. I contemplate her at every 
moment and in every circumftance, and I am 
conftantly difcovering frefh excellencies. She 
fccms to have united every kind of good difpofi- 
tion in her own ; and her inclinations ever flow 
in perfeft unifon with thofe of the company (he 
is with ; notwithftanding which, it is not the 
efe& of art, it fprings from native goodnefs 
alone. When I am with her, for inftance» 
(he afTumes the air of afFeAion and tendernefs; 
but with Mr. de Saint-Sever fhe is all gaiety ; 
ihe can join in the laugh, flie can partake of 
the frolic, and be a principal contributor to 
the general merriment. No perfon can be 
readier to conform to circumftances merely 
temporary ; and ever fince (he has been with 
us, her behaviour has been always minutely 
pkafing to the circle around her. She has an 
air of diffidence, but it is a. diffidence which 
is charming ; and, hr (torn diminiibtng her 
gracefulneb, it rather augments it. It in- 
terefts us in her favour, without leflening our 
admiration ; and it i^ not ia the leaft pro- 
diufihre of any embarraffineat* Amiablt a» 

fhe 
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(he is, (he is a ftranger to prefumption ; her 
wi(h is to pleafe, but not to (hrtie. One ad- 
vantage (he pofiefles, indeed, over moft of the 
ladies here, I mean that natural, unconftrain- 
ed behaviour which is fo univerfally applauded ; 
as (he is never fearful of betraying any air of 
rufticity, (he never does betray it.* I cannot 
forbear mentioning that efteem with which 
Madam de Ferval has infpired me ; in public 
life (he perfeftly correfponds to that pi<Elure 
which you have drawn of her when on her 
own eftate. Our converfation is much in- 
debted to the young ladies, whom I would 
venture to offer as a model to the whole fex. 
Void of caprice and ill-nature, ever contented, 
ever exprefiing their gratitude for the leaft 
attention that is (hewn them, they never pre- 
fume to a(k a favour, but rather confider them- 
felves as minifters to the pleafures of others ; 
and yet no affiduity for their welfare or plea« 
fure is neglefted by their mother. This laft 
circumftance muft encreafe our applaufe of 
their condud ; but they have undoubtedly been 
.taught, that maternal care cannot always be 
at hand, and that a time may come when the 
world (hall negle£t them. 

Here, Madam, Mr. de Saint-Sever, who 
has been leaning over me to perufe what I 

havi 
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have written, defires I will rclinquifh the pei^ 
in his favour. I return, therefore, to the 
ladies, and leave him to conclude the epiflle. 
Adieu* ■■^■ — — ♦ 

** Upon my honour, Madam, I have 
fallen in love with my new fifter, her mo- 
ther, her fitters, and the whole family. The 
^oung ladies have not in company the leaft 
confiraint or embarraflment, and you would 
be quite charmed to fee us together. Then as 
to Madam de Ferval, (he is a woman whofe 
behaviour is at once noble and affable. I know 
not how fhe manages it, but fo it is, and 
ihe commands efieem. I am very certain 
that fome of our more elegant ladies, if cere- 
mony and affefbtion can be called elegance, 
have found out a world of deficiencies in our 
country beauties; but they have not ventured 
to fpeak out. They have hitherto applaud- 
ed them. And Valville— he has been two 
or three times at the Marquis's door; 
but majtters had been taken care of fo well, 
that he could not get admittance; and yet 
his defire of feeing Madam de Rofelle was 
fo great, that he could almoft have at- 
tempted to break through the guard, How- 



• The remaining part of this letter was written by Mr. 
d£ Sai^t-ScYer. 

ever. 
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ever, he was obliged to make bis retreat 
from tbat quarter, and content himfelf with 
a iight of her at the opera, where he could 
not help acknowledging Jhe was pretty ; upon 
honour Jhe was pretty. Having, through the 
medium of others, paid his homage to Ma* 
dam de Rofelle's beauty, he a fecond time at- 
tempted the Marquis's door with the fame 
fuccefs. // is a pity ; Jhe's not amifs j a pretty 
girl enough^ and I Jhould not have infulted the 
Marquis* s choice. But this is ceremony. This is 
to be a woman offajhion. What can the poor 
thing think of it f I cannot help pitying her. 
Rofelle is jealous^ and is goings I fappofe^ to 
exclude her from all good company y and to make 
his wife as great a reclufe as his fijler* Poor 
Aild! I dare fay it will be quite an angel, 
quite a Madam de Saint-Sever ; a pretty piece of 
furniture ! You will readily imagine that we 
think ourfelves grofsly affronted by fuch px- 
pr^ffions; but Madam de Rofelle is endea- 
vouring to prevail on her hufband to overlook 
them, as unworthy his notice. She is certainly 
a very extraordinary woman. Would yqu 
think it ? We have neither feen nor heard of 
one milliner, jeweller, nor any of the ufual 
train which are thought to conftitute the prin- , 
cjpal fejicity of young married folks, and to 

be 
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be the moittficadon of their dependeats. £•» 
very bargain has been made with fuch fe- 
crecy and expedition^ that I ne\'er knew anjr 
thing about it till it was over. There isy 
befides, another circumftance that charms 
Bie ; it 18 faid that Madam de Rofelle always 
thinks every thing too good when flie is pur-» 
chafing for herfeir, butjuft the contrary wfaeir 
flie is bargaining for others. What fay you ta 
this ? Yet fuch women as thefe are fet little 
account by^ efpecially in this part of the 
world. I really do not imagine a woman here 
could perfuade herfelf (he was fairly marriedy^ 
if &e was to be deprived of the ufual retinue 
and confuiksi. In (hort, here is not the leaft ap-. 
pearance of a wedding, imlefs it be that fatis- 
fadiofi which is vifibleon every countenance; 
and in which we are at] equal partakers. If we 
could have recalled our youth, our' joy could^ 
iK>t have been greater, I return my meft 
Itncere acknowkdgntents for the ineftimable 
prefent you have made me, for which I can 
make no other return than the aflurances of 
that attacbmenty gratitude, and refpefi, with 
whkh I remain, &c. &c* 
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From Madam de Narton U Mr. and Miidam 

de Saint-Sever, 

Varennesy Nov. 15. 
"VT O U can hardly conceive my joy at the 
fentiments you entertain for Madam de 
Rofelle and her family. Prepared as I thought 
myfelf, they afFe£led me in the mod lively 
manner. I take a pride in thinking of the 
part I fuftained in this happy event. I wilt 
not interrupt your pleafures by a relation of 
the difagreeable circumftances which detain me 
here. Your time is now paffing agreeably f 
and thofe moments which are agreeable are 
precious. But I flatter myfelf I (hall ibon be 
able to enjoy the company of thofe good friends 
who fupply to me the want of a family. I have 
enclofed a letter directed to the Marquis. It 
came from Leonora, whofe prefent mode of 
life is really exemplary : I am impadent to- 
kaow what this letter contains. Such and fo. 
great is the empire of Benevolence and Virtue*^ 
Accept every compliment I can befiow. I in** 
treat Mr. de Saint-Sever to take the trouble, 
of prefent ing my refpeds to the ladies* 

LET- 
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From the Marquis to Madam de Narton. 

Madam^ Paris^ Nov, 20. 

A S you are by no means a ftranger to my 
^^ fenfibility, and the value of that obliga- 
gation I have received at your hands, I need 
not exprefs my gratitude, to which love and a 
fenfation of happinfefs have communicated their 
enthufiafm. Will you not be furprized to 
hear, that I have ftill a favour to rcqueft of 
you, in relation to the Marchionefs ? Her 
behaviour is fo referved and fo fubmiffive, that 
it both humiliates and diftrafts me. You know 
her heart, and I know my own. Can I do 
otherwife than implicitly follow her inclina- 
tion ? Are there men to be found fo uncivi- 
lized as not to perceive, that by a fuperiority 
of talents, wit, reafon, and virtue, heaven 
hath vetted in women thofe privileges, which 
they themfelvcs fo frequently ufurp with cru- 
elty and injuftice ? Accept the moft afFeftio- 
nate homage of thofe happy perfons which 
you have made fo, and of all who are inter- 
efted in their welfare. I have the honour to 
fend you Leonora's letter, which is a fubjeft 
of great exultation to the Marchionefs. We 
(hall with impatience wait the moment ia 

which 
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which your prefencc will complete our fe* 
licity. 



LETTER CXLIIL 
From Leonora to the Marquis. 

Nancy ^ Nov. 13, 
A S the obligations. Sir, which you have 
^^ conferred on me, neceflarily require si 
return of homage on my part, deign to re- 
ceive the efFufions of a gratitude incapable of 
diminution or end.* From that knowledge I 
have of your heart, I am perfuaded you will 
learn with pleafure the tStfk which has been 
produced in mq, by your goodnefs and that of 
the Marcbionefs de Rofelle. ' 

To her generous foUicitude alone I ftand 
indebted for that reformation which hatb been 
brought about in me. From the firft moment 
in which fhe was pleafed to intereft herfelf in 
my welfare, I was fenfible of the greatnefs of 
her virtues, and conceived the moft lively re- 
gret at my own demerits. Her indulgent 
goodnefs hath effected that which the moft 
bitter reproaches never could accompli(h, the 
difcovery to myfelf of the ignominy of my 
former condud);. The difcovery was terrible $ 

but 
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but the terror was not the terror of defpair. 
Confidering your excellent lady as an angel 
defcended from the celeftial regions, I caft 
myfcif into her arms ; and her attention to 
me, by procuring that happincfs which in 
my prefent habitation I now enjoy, raifed 
the curtain of Deception, and prefcnted Vir- 
tue to my view in all her fplendor. My 
gratitude is, in particular, inexpreffible fort>ne 
advantage which hec benevolence has obtain- 
ed for me, the enjoyment, in fo valuable 
an afylum, of a refpe^ which, bad my life 
been knowii, would never have been paid me. 
My greateft dread, before I came hither, 
afofe from an expectation of being treated 
with that contempt which I juftly deferve. 
But the regard which is fliewn me is be^ 
come my puniihment. A comparifon of thofe 
virtues which I now have before me, with 
the vices into which I had before been plung- 
ed, hath caufed an inward emotion which 
canpot be defcribed; and to fuch powerful 
motives to repenunce another hath likewife 
been added, the melancholy recollection of the 
death of Juliet. Fear and terror had almoft 
overwhelmed me; but thefe have now yielded 
to milder feniations. Heaven hath at length 
reilored me to a Aate of tranquillity, which 

t^ach 
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hath enabled me not only to perceive the ex« 
tent of its prefent favours, but likewife to hope 
foi- ftill greater ; the means of obtaining which 
fhall be the ftudy of my remaining d^ys. My 
illnefs, however, which, notwithftanding every 
affiftance, ftill continues, gives me reafon to 
think, that my iniquities have Ihortened my 
life : Yet how great is my happinefs, if fuch 
an atonement will be accepted ! 

I am not ignorant, that this relation would 
appear with great propriety addreffed to the 
Marchionefs, as it is to her goodnefs my re<- 
formation muft be afcribed. But arguments 
yet ftronger have engaged me to exprefs my 
gratitude immediately to you, to whom honour 
obliges me to make every confeiSon, however 
ignominious. My firft duty is, to throw off 
every difguife, and to difcover the unworthi- 
ncfs of her, whom you would once have ven- 
tured to have called your wife. If ever you 
Ihould have a child fo unhappy as to fall a 
prey to the fnares of a girl like Leonora, 
read to him my letter. He will there find, 
that avarice alone diflated the mod: tender 
expreffions; that no affection exifted on my 
part; that, proftituted almoft from my in- 
fancy, my heart was unfufceptible of a fen- 
timentof delicacy; tliat I fliould not have 

Vol. II. M hefitated 
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hefitated to have betrayed you for a rival moie 
rich or more prodigal ; that, before I feduced 
yoU) I had been equally treacherous to others, 
young as yourielf, who were led away by the 
inticement of pleafure, whofe manners I cor* 
rupted) and whofe fortunes I confumed ; and 
that, attentive to the progreft of your paffion, 
I had recourfe to intrigue and hyprocrify, and 
by thefe arts had almoft prevailed on you to 
confent to a public marriage. I refled oh this 
laft circtimftance as my greateft guilt, altho* I 
bad many precedents in my favour, in which 
the hand of Authority ought furely to have in- 
terpofed. How great a friend did you find in 
Mr. de Ferval, who firft difcpvered my inten- 
tions, and afterwards expofed his own life to 
preferve yours from fliame and-mifery! He 
had almoft fallen a vidim to his honeft zeal. 
Yet to me fuch an event would hardly have 
occafioned a ferious thought. I confidered 
bloodflied as a freih homage paid to my charms; 
the murder of two rivals, who had once per- 
haps been friends, was only an additional 
triumph of Beauty ; and, independently of the 
dread of that punifliment which jiiftice would 
have infli6^ed, nothing gave me more pleinfure 
than the thoughts of a duel. This was the 
•nly fcntimcnt which ocaipied me in thofe 

terrible 
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terfible circumftances wbidi cuftom had fami- 
liarisKd. Caprice or fancy imght by chance 
attach mc to fome wrctdi abandoned as my- 
je}f» to whom my own hafenefs would be lels 
difguifed ; and of this my connexion with 
fBtzac is too evident a prc»of : But a virtuous 
heart) a foul endowed with a greatnefs pf fenti- 
tnent, were not formed to afiedl me. My in- 
clination was never dircdled to you, nor would 
it have been to any man of honour. He who 
is enihared is not the obje£t beloved. I never 
refledled on your tendernefs as on an amiable 
quality ; I confidered it only as a weaknefs, and 
as an opportunity to bnpofe on you. My only 
motive for refufing your prefents was the am. 
bttion of becoming your wife ; and thofe ap^ 
peanmcea of difintereftednefs, generofity, and 
gradtude, which I djfplayed in your preience^ 
were fccrct means, invented by Vice, to coun- 
terfeit Virttte, and feduce her. Such was the 
cbaraderof that creature, to whom, unworthy 
as (be was, no iacrifice would have been re^ 
fii&d. 

Truth obliges me to acknowledge, that the 
chagrin I underwent, after the rupture be- 
tween us, arofe folely from not having pur- 
filed the futeft means of attaching you to me« 
If we had propcedcKl fo far ia gur amour that 
Hz any 
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•any living pledge of our paffion had exifted, 
no means would have been negledled on my 
-part to have taken the utmoft advantage of it. 
From me, perhaps, all efteem would have 
been withdrawn ; and the paffion you once 
entertained might have been changed into 
diiguft ; yetno diihonour would have appeared 
to refult from paternal aiFedion ; the tender 
carefles of an infant, requefting permiffion to 
call you his father, would have been irrefifii- 
ble ; and a child, ihftruded by me in all the 
refinements of deceit, would have obtained 
that from your afFe6iion, which your reafon 
would have refufed. Reflefi, fir, in what light 
you would have been viewed by the witneiles 
of my ignominy. Could you ever liave en* 
dured their prefence, or that of your own re^ 
lations? Ever defpifed, obliged either to with- 
draw from fociety, or to fuiFer continual mor- 
tifications, and at lafl overcome with ihame, 
you could have expefled in death alone a pe- 
riod to your troubles. Tremble at the thought 
of that abyfs into which I would have plunged 
you. 

Nothing lefs than the united fentiments of 
remorfe, gratitude, and virtue ; that virtue, of 
which you pointed out the path, could have 
occafioned this declaration. Accept my fin- 

ccrcft 
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cereft wiflies, that you may enjoy, in its ut- 
moft purity, that happinefs which hath been 
referved for you, and congratulate yourfelf on 
your deliverance from the connexion you had 
fo nearly formed with me ; a deliverance fo 
much the greater, as the confequence of it 
hath been, the acquifition of the moft amiaUc 
and moft virtuous of women. With a heart 
overflowing with gratitude for your favours, 
and with forrow for my own offences, if I 
may yet be permitted to fupplicate Heaven in 
behalf of mankind, I will never ceafe to im- 
plore every bleffing upon you and upon the 
Marchionefs de Rofelle ; and this will be die 
moft agreeable employment during the re- 
mainder of a life, of which the laft moment 
is approaching. 



The E N D. 
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